REGIONAL PLANNING

Department of Geography, Planning, & Sustainability

Dr. Brian Conz
Department Chair




MAKE A DIFFERENCE

WORK AS A
REGIONAL PLANNER
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WHY MAJOR IN REGIONAL
PLANNING?

Geography, Planning, and Sustainability at
Westfield State University

There are so many things you can do with a Regional Planning degree. The field of planning and sustainability is a fantastic one,
and is very broad reaching. At the heart of planning is the desire to improve a community’s quality of life. People with planning
degrees work to do this in many ways and there are many different areas of planning in which planning professionals can focus —
urban design, economic development, climate change, public participation, historical preservation, housing, and many others. A
planning degree is also an excellent foundation for students who plan on continuing to graduate school for any number of fields
such as architecture, public policy, natural resource management, law, and more.

Town/City Planner e Real Estate Developer e Sustainability Planner ® GIS Analyst ® Transportation Planner e
Green Building Consultant ¢ Municipal Government Worker ® Non-profit Manager ¢ Community Organizer

Historic Preservationist e Affordable Housing Advocate e Park Planner @ Urban Designer ® Research Analyst e
Many other careers!




Structure of the Regional Planning Major,
39 Credits Total
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GPS Methodology Courses {(Majors take 3)

[ ‘ H Number Course Name
| Nimber Course Name . GARP 0244 Into tq Ge.ogra‘phic Informatio.n Systems (FSIS) (R.EQ)
GARP 0105 Introduction to Community Planning GARP 0246 Quantitative Methods for Social and Physical Sciences (REQ)
GARP 0243 Introduction to Remote Sensin
GARP 0106 Environment, Sustainability, and Society GARP 0340 Sl R and AT o s
GARP 0216 The {(Un)ust Cit
GARP 0219 Land( USt)e & ResZurce Plannin GaRPiEds Acvences Remale Sensing
5 GARP 0344 Advanced Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
GARP 0222 Site Planning Studio GARP 0247 Cloud GIS ' ‘
GARP 0225 Legal Issues in Planning and Zoning GARP 0360 EeldMethogs
GARP 0391 Senior Seminar GARP 0365 Geoprocessing

GPS Concentration Courses
Majors choose 1 concentration and take 3 courses from that list

Concentration: Urban Planning and Social Justice Concentration: Environmental Planning
Number Cou fse Name A Number | Course Name
' GARP 0204 Housing in America GARP 0206 Climate Change
GARP 0213 Travel and Tourism Planning (or) GARP 0230 | Meteorology (or)
GARP 0218  Recreation Geography " GARP 0230 " Severe and Unusual Weather
GARP 0217 | Contemporary Global Issues | GARP 0236 Environmental Analysis II
GARP 0252 Cities of the Global South | GARP 0238 " Environmental Impact Analysis
' GARP 0314 Transportation Geography GARP 0245 Sustainable Energy
' GARP 0325  Food Systems Planning " GARP 0250 ' Political Ecology
GARP 0380 Public Participation [ GARP 0251 ~ Water Resource Planning and Management
' GARP 0352 Planning Green and Sustainable Cities . GARP 0311 '_ Regional Geography of Latin America & the Caribbean
GARP 0350 Internship GARP 0317 Special Topics

GARP 0399  Independent Study | GARP 0350 | Internship



SHAPING
OUR FUTURE

Community Planning Basics for Happier,
Healthier, and More Sustainable Cities
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The GPS Faculty

LBrian Conz, PhD. Environment and Society, Regenerative Design, Central America
LRobert S. Bristow, Ph.D., Tourism Planning, Site Planning, Recreation Geography
UKarl K. Leiker, Ph.D. Meteorology, Climatology, Severe Weather

LUCarsten Braun, Ph.D. Glaciology, Climate Change, Sustainable Energy, GIS

L Timothy LeDoux, Ph.D. GIS, Sustainable Food Systems, Urban Geography

UDristi Neog, Ph.D. Sustainable Transportation Planning, Planning Theory

LUSam Ndegeah, Ph.D., Cities of the Global South, International Development
LUAlina Gross, Ph.D. Housing, Public Participation, Planning for Equity



Cutting-Edge Technical Skills

* Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

e Spatial analysis and computer mapping
* Applications across disciplines

* Remote Sensing
e Aerial and satellite photography analysis
* Creation of high resolution images graphics

e 3-D Modeling
* Physical models including 3-D printing
* Computer visualization for design

Student Created 3-D Visualization of Historic
Structure Using Google SketchUp



Green Infrastructure
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Green Infrastructure Planning
Work Map 1 of 2

Logond

738 epapemitted Avea
e Roas eligibe for feders! aid

(3 Combined Sewer Overllow Drsinage Basin
{(Chicopee)

——— Combined Sewer (Spangfield, Holyoke)
Hydrologic Soils Group
Unknown

25 GrowA Low runoff potential when thoroughly
wet. Water is transmitted freely through the sl

Group B Moderately low runoff potential when
oroughly wet Water ransmission thiough the
soil is unimpeded

Group C Moderatsly high runoff potential when
thoroughly wet. Water transmission fs some-
what restricted

Group C/D Moderately high runoff potential when

drained and high runoff potential when undrained.
Group D High runoff potential when thoroughly
wet. Wster movement through the soil s
restricted or very restricted

9 2000 400 802
— —

Working Map#1 for Westfreld




Hands-on, Experiential Learning

Lab and Studio classes
» State-of-the-art computerlab and dedicated studio space
* Map, measure, model, design, create!

* Collaborative research and problem solving
* In student groups and with faculty mentors

* Community engagement/community-based
learning
* Direct experience collaboratingwith local organizations

* Travel opportunities
* Class field trips, study abroad, domestic exchange,
department-sponsored trips, conferences

Internships

* With planningagencies, engineering firms, conservation
organizations, community-based groups
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Student-faculty research presentation
American Association of Geographers, Washington D.C.



GPS Students
Research and
Engagement

Westfield

Undergraduate Research Conference Westf|eld des and Glrls Club Stakeholder meeting
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Environmental Planning Club
with Coal River Mountain Watch,

A grassroots environmental justice
organizationin West Virginia, 2018



Dr. Brian W. Conz

Department Chair
Geography, Planning, and Sustainability
Wilson Hall 203
bconz@westfield.ma.edu
(413)572-8084
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