






Structure of the Regional Planning Major, 
39 Credits Total







The GPS Faculty

Brian Conz, PhD. Environment and Society, Regenerative Design, Central America

Robert S. Bristow, Ph.D.,  Tourism Planning, Site Planning, Recreation Geography

Karl K. Leiker, Ph.D. Meteorology, Climatology, Severe Weather 

Carsten Braun, Ph.D. Glaciology, Climate Change, Sustainable Energy, GIS 

Timothy LeDoux, Ph.D. GIS, Sustainable Food Systems, Urban Geography

Dristi Neog, Ph.D. Sustainable Transportation Planning, Planning Theory

Sam Ndegeah, Ph.D.,  Cities of the Global South, International Development

Alina Gross, Ph.D.  Housing, Public Participation, Planning for Equity



Cutting-Edge Technical Skills

• Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
• Spatial analysis and computer mapping

• Applications across disciplines

• Remote Sensing
• Aerial and satellite photography analysis

• Creation of high resolution images graphics

• 3-D Modeling
• Physical models including 3-D printing

• Computer visualization for design 

Student Created 3-D Visualization  of Historic 
Structure Using Google SketchUp



Graphic Visualization of Green Infrastructure
Source: Pioneer Valley Planning Commission



Hands-on, Experiential Learning

• Lab and Studio classes
• State-of-the-art computer lab and dedicated studio space
• Map, measure, model, design, create!

• Collaborative research and problem solving
• In student groups and with faculty mentors

• Community engagement/community-based 
learning
• Direct experience collaborating with local organizations

• Travel opportunities
• Class field trips, study abroad, domestic exchange, 

department-sponsored trips, conferences

• Internships
• With planning agencies, engineering firms, conservation 

organizations, community-based groups

Student-faculty research presentation
American Association of Geographers, Washington D.C.



GPS Students 
Research and 
Engagement

Fieldwork on the Appalachian Trail American Planning Association Meeting

Undergraduate Research Conference Westfield Boys and Girls Club Stakeholder meeting



Community-based
Conservation and 
Agroecology
Belize, C. A. , 2017



Environmental Planning Club 
with Coal River Mountain Watch,
A grassroots  environmental justice 
organization in West Virginia, 2018  
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