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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION MINUTES

April 13, 2010
I. ROLL CALL: Stephanie Close, Tony Iozzo, Ross Beck, Sergey Chumack, Nicole Nalepa, Nick Langone, and Dominique Price were absent.  Megan Donovan was excused and Allie McLaughlin sent an alternate.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM APRIL 6, 2010:  The minutes were accepted.

III. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Colleen Murphy
A. Good evening and welcome.  I’d like to invite up our speaker for the night, vice President of Student Affairs, Barry Maloney.
1. BARRY MALONEY:  Good evening everyone.  Thanks for inviting me down.  I would like to start off by thanking all of you that participated in State House Day.  Your efforts are deeply appreciated.  The skills you learn are things you will take with you for the rest of your life.  I was not at State House Day because I was at Quig-Sigmound Community College where the Governor announced the new student health care plan.  The health care plan does not affect many of our students here at Westfield State.  There are about roughly over 200 students currently on college sponsored health insurance, students that are not covered by their parent’s plans.  The Governor looked at this issue about high cost and low quality plans and today’s announcement was regarding a new plan which is connected to the Commonwealth Connector to allow all students to buy into the states sponsored Commonwealth Connector Plan.  The premiums will be lower and the coverage would be similar to what students get currently.  We are excited about this because it lowers costs to students. Also, this afternoon I got word for those of you who may be on the fence for summer school; this year we have offered summer housing on campus while taking classes.  It isn’t new, but we are promoting it more this year.  If you are interested in that please see Jon Conlogue.  But, in addition to that, I found out we will be partnering with Six Flags to offer students jobs who want to stay in the area or who live in the area.  Six Flags is very interested in highering our students for all sorts of jobs.  You may be able to get credit for it or at least co-op credits.  We will be putting out a message this week.  The item I want to talk about is housing and what and is the outlook moving forward?  There are a lot of rumors and stories and I want to try to dispel and give you some information.  First I want to tell you where we are in terms of admissions because of course admissions impacts the situation dramatically.  We have a 90% interest rate with students wanting housing at Westfield State College.  What I mean is 90% of all applicants apply as a residential student.  That is certainly a demand that we cannot meet.  That said we do housing very well that says people like living on our campus and like the campus when they come and see it.  But it is in high demand.  We also have had a 4 year housing guarantee.  Which for those of you who are in housing understand that at your time here at Westfield State you will get housing all four years, it is part of what makes the school attractive to all of you.  That places a lot of demand from our returning student spaces.  So, where does that leave us currently?  We had a goal to bring in 1600 new students which matches the number of students from last year.  That number breaks down this way, 1100 freshmen, 200 commuters and 300 transfers.  At the same time our returning student deposit rate and our returning student spaces was to save 1700 spaces for returning was exceeded by roughly 50 students.  So last week as housing sign-ups concluded we had 50 students came to housing signups and we responded by telling them that they are on a waiting list.  Many of these students have contacted Residential Life and SGA.  Residential Life has responded to all of those current students saying we will put you into housing, we don’t know where yet and that will be sometime between April 13th and July or August.  Frankly, that means a lot of students are very upset.  That is not the response that we wanted to give.  There are 400 student applicants that were accepted as commuter students, those students received a letter saying if you want housing at Westfield State College you only option is alternative housing that means hotels, the same situation as last semester. We do not know what our return rate will be yet.  We were open and honest to the families about what amenities would be offered and if any of you went through that then you know we provided transportation back and forth throughout the fall we had R.A.’s and R.D.’s and be aware that what we do first and foremost is for the security of our students but it is not a scenario we want to be in.  We don’t look at it as something we choose to do.  You may be wondering why we are doing that then, offering 400 students who are already accepted as commuters to live in off campus housing?  The bottom line is that in these economic times that with this troublesome State budget, and in order to the college to protect itself what we need to do is maintain a number of students who can help maintain the current budget.  Dr. Dobelle does not want to impact the campus, it is his goal to keep the college moving forward and we are all supportive of that.  We will tackle the issues in moving forward in the following 3 ways.  We will look at new housing options.  For many of you have heard for perhaps the past two years about the college and its expansion to moving to downtown.  That process is about to come to fruition.  In a week from now you will hear about an off campus housing sing up.  These units will be run by the college, and will be run the same way we currently run the housing stock.  More details to follow.  These would be apartment style upper class housing units, available at the same rate as New Hall.  If you are interested keep an eye out.  We also will solve this problem with actually your help.  A lot of your classmates will drop out and change their plans which will free up spaces and lastly we will probably be looking at offering and incentive to students who live in a commutable distance to commute.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
2. DR. CONLOGUE:  I just want to clarify the returning students who had difficulty with housing signups and did not get housing will be guaranteed housing campus.
3. MEAGHAN MACDONALD:  From my understanding, I have been told that students who have been accepted as freshmen have not been guaranteed housing at all, these are students who have not deposited with the college.
4. BARRY MALONEY:  Those would be students who have been accepted as commuters, there was about 80 students who had been held back but they were not sure if they were getting housing but they just received a letter saying you are in and received housing.
5. MEAGHAN MACDONALD:  What I was saying about that was there are students who weren’t guaranteed housing.  My question is how can we know the numbers?  I thought the number was May 1st?  Do you have a number already?
6. BARRY MALONEY:  We do have number, for those of you who work as tour guides you may have filled some of these requirements at accepted students activities and at that time we had hoped to have the answers but we worked it out later in the week, they now know they have on campus housing
7. KRISTIN MAZEIKA:  Was there any way of knowing that 50 people weren’t going to get housing before last week?  I don’t understand.
8. DR. CONLOGUE:  The short answer is that every year for returning students housing signups there is a certain amount of students who turn in their housing lottery number because they didn’t have a roommate and are going to be administratively assigned over the summer.  This year that number who turned in their contract for administrative signup was a dozen or so lower.  So more people found people to live with during the year.  We could have never in my wildest imagination been ready to provide a room to the students who pass in a deposit.
9. ELIZABETH STACK:  So for the people who will be put in administrative housing will they not get housing?
10. DR. CONLOGUE:  They will have space; this is attributed to the so many moving pieces that happen between now and August.
11. DOMINIQUE PRICE:  About the off campus housing?  What if you have an apartment on campus already?  Could you be able to move off campus?
12. BARRY MALONEY:  What we have loosely talked about is that we would at no penalty and no risk to create another apartment roster and say I am interested in apartment X.  We would then turn to you and say we have that apartment do you want it?  You would go to downtown and we would fill your on campus spot.  More information is to come.
13. DR. CONLOGUE:  The one thing we are still trying to figure out is what will happen in the on campus apartment slots.  Given the numbers it will not be a clean transition.  Another way is that not allowing people currently not in apartments to get on a roster and then after maybe have one v. one switches.
14. BARRY MALONEY:  Let me just let you know about these apartments.  They are fully carpeted, one bedroom or two bedroom, two bathrooms, full kitchens, walk in closets, Wi-Fi or at least high speed internet, close to the bus routes, and parking the Jacuzzi tub.  As well as being fully furnished by the college.

15. DOMINIQUE PRICE:  We will be able to tour these places before?  Would graduate students be able to stay there?

16. BARRY MALONEY:  Not right now, we are trying to tell with the undergraduate housing over populations.  For your first part of the question, we had hoped to have the process over with.  Once the process is finished, hopefully in early may we would like to have students go down and see it.  We would like to set up a model apartment.  If not we will have an online virtual tour.

17. COURTNEY SARANTOS:  What kind of parking campus would these students get?

18. BARRY MALONEY:  They would get commuter.

B. Thank you Barry.  Thursday April 22nd from 1:30-4:30pm there will be a career and graduate school expo open to all majors in the Woodward Center.  This is sponsored by the Career Center.
C. Westfield State College foundation scholarships as well as the Sodexho scholarships are due on April 16th.  The foundation scholarships are due at the Horace Mann Center and the Sodexho scholarships are due to the office of the Dean of Students.
D. Circle K will be hosting their annual Jail and Bail on the green on Wednesday April 28thj.  All proceeds will be donated to Camp Sunshine, a camp in Maine where children with life-threatening illnesses get the chance to have a camp experience with their families.  If you are interested in participating or donating please see me.
E. Chicken Patty Night will be held tomorrow, Wednesday night from 6:30-8:30pm in the Camus Center Main Lounge.  It’s a dollar a patty and all proceeds are to benefit the Haiti relief efforts on campus.  Please make an effort to come out and support because who doesn’t like chicken patties.  We will be accepting other donations as well if you want to just come and visit and not eat.  Thank you to ResLife for sponsoring this event with us.
F. Parking procedures have changed for the fall as I am sure most people have seen in the email that came out yesterday.  If you have any questions please see myself, Austin or members of Parking Control Board as I am sure we’ve all heard some grumblings.

G. I am looking for a student to sit on the Dean of Education search committee.  Search committees are an important opportunity for student opinion on campus.  This search committee however has the potential to extend into the summer past commencement so although it could be only one or two meetings, it would mean possibly driving up to school for a day.  If you have a schedule that could accommodate this live nearby please let me know because we really would like to have a student on this committee and it’s an excellent opportunity to see how some processes work on campus as well as voice the student opinion.

H. The Haiti events calendar for the rest of the year has come out.  On Saturday the 17th there be a Bowl-A-Thon hosted by the English Honors Society from 12:00-3:00pm.  Tickets are $15.00 and can be purchased in the English Department Office.  On Saturday May 1st there will be a car wash in Commuter Lot for a donation of $5.00.  That same night there will also be a dance party in Ely from 10:00pm-1:00am with a $3.00 admission fee.  Third World Organization will be hosting a 3 on 3 basketball tournament for $15.00 a team on Saturday May 8th.

I. There are items on sale at the Campus center Window that have proceeds going to benefit Haiti.  There are Haiti Relief bracelets on sale for $2.00, Class of 2011 T-shirts for $10.00 with $2.00 going toward Haiti relief, and Superfan T-shirts for $5.00 with $1.00 going to Haiti relief.

J. The Westfield State College Foundation is hosting the 28th Annual Interfaith Breakfast on Tuesday April 27th from 7:30-9:00am in the Scanlon Banquet Hal.  There are a limited amount of free student tickets at the Campus Center Window with your WSC student ID.

K. There are two stress relief workshops occurring this week.  On Wednesday the 14th at 7:30pm in the Davis Common Room and the Counseling Center is sponsoring a session on stress management and coping.  Refreshments will be served.  And then on Thursday the club Ben Speaks will be hosting a stress management workshop to find solutions for effective stress management at 7:00pm in the Davis Common Room.

L. Next Tuesday is a Monday schedule so please remember to go the right classes and to still come to SGA.  If you have a conflict with a class and SGA please let Lindsey know through an absentee waiver form.

M. Ryan and I are heading to Miami on Thursday for the Clinton Global Initiative Conference with Dr. Dobelle.  If you want to follow our travels you can get our tweets at WestfieldOnTour and that also means we will not be in office hours on Thursday or Friday.

N. Can I see Relay for Life participants in my office aft4er the meeting?
O. The next meeting is on Tuesday, April 120, 2010 at 5:30pm.

IV. BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  RYAN MEERSMAN
    Hi everyone.  I just wanted to let everyone know that we enjoyed a great day at the State House advocating for higher education.  Thank you everyone who participated, I couldn’t believe the interest this year and I don’t think we could have had a better group to represent Westfield State.
A. ALL COLLEGE COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
B. STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
C. LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
      D. STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
      C. NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
C. NEIGHBORHOOD ADVISORY BOARD:  NO REPORT
D. ALUMNI REPORT:  NO REPORT
E. FOUNDATION REPORT:  NO REPORT
F. LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
V. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT STUDENT LIFE:  AUSTIN SAHAGIAN  
A. STUDENT LIFE REPORT: NO REPORT
B. MULTICULTURAL REPORT:  DOMINIQUE PRICE
1. Please attend the Chicken Patty Night for Haiti tomorrow night.  Thank you to SGA and ResLife.  We have raised over $6,000.00 and our goal is $10,000.00.
2. The Step Team has a show on Saturday April 17th from 7:00-9:00pm in Dever.  There is also an after party for $5.00.  Please support them.
3. Upcoming for Pride Week.  QSA has HIV testing and a Drag Ball.  Please see the flyers.
C. FOOD SERVICE COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
D. HEALTH COMMITTEE:  AUSTIN SAHAGIAN
1. Just a reminder that there is a Blood Drive tomorrow taking place in the Parenzo Gym from 1:00-7:00pm.  If anyone is available please put your name next to the open time slot.
2. Also, a reminder Westfield is the only blood drive going on tomorrow so they are expecting a big crowd, so disappoint them.
E. PARKING CONTROL BOARD:  NO REPORT
F. SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
G. CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
H. STUDENT ATHLETIC ADVISORY BOARD:  DYLAN ZUKOWSKI
1. We had our last meeting of the semester last night.  We discussed the Winter & Spring Banquet which is going to be held May 10th at 5:30pm in the Scanlon Banquet Hall.
2. We also planned a Pep Rally for the beginning of next semester.  It will be held September 2nd on the green.  There will be a bonfire and prizes.
3. Our spring season is going very well with the chance of still winning the Smith Cup.
4. JOHN PAPPAS:  What is the Smith Cup?
5. DYLAN ZUKOWSKI:  It is all the teams in MASCAC, which is collected over each sport and the collection of all the places in every sport.
I. SUBSTANCE ADVISORY BOARD:  NO REPORT
VI. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT-ACADEMIC LIFE:  ELIZABETH STACK
    So this is the last week of advising.  Next Tuesday Dr. Marotta will be down to listen to the good and bad things about this way of doing advising.  So please be ready with feedback.  If you have any pressing issues or questions I can field those tonight.
1. DOMINIQUE PRICE:  Maybe there should be more communication with the advisors, because I know someone who thought he was supposed to register earlier and his advisor told him not to listen to the new information and he missed his classes.  He is from criminal justice.
2. DYLAN ZUKOWSKI:  I really enjoyed it, I think it went well.
3. ALLY BURNS:  I think that advisors should communicate between subjects.  I needed a form for a pre-requisite for a class and there was an issue with clarity.
4. CAITLIN BARRY:  (POI) the pre-requisite are in the bulletin you were given freshmen year, you have to take it upon yourself to look that information up because you can’t always count on the professors to know everything about other subjects.
5. KRYSTA LIVINGSTONE:  I don’t know but I have a few friends that changed their majors and perhaps the Registrar never did it or lost it because they ended up getting major restricted out of their classes.
6. ELIZABETH STACK:  I know it does take a while for major changes to go through but I can ask how long that is.
7. COLLEEN MURPHY:  (POI) Once it goes through the Registrar it foes through MyWestfield and it will change there. So change it well before registration and it will come up so you can see it and know that your major has been changed.
8. BRITTANY EAGER:  Where do you go to get an old bulletin?
9. ELIZABETH STACK:  They are all online.
10. CAITLIN BARRY:  They are all in the Horace Mann Center.
11. ALYSSA ZABIEREK:  I was having trouble because I was major restricted from some of my classes but not all of them.
12. ELIZABETH STACK:  I would talk to John Ohotnicky who the Registrar and he is very helpful.
13. SUE LAMONTAGNE:  You might want to ask John to accompany Dr. Marotta next week to help address these issues.
B. ACADEMIC POLICIES COMMITTEE: ERIN KEARNEY
1. We met yesterday and finished our discussion/recommendations in regards of Commissioner’s Advisory Group on Undergraduate Education.  It was talking about creating a standardized test at the college level.  It was sent to ACC for approval.
2. We also voted and passé the 2013-2014 Academic calendar.  It was sent to ACC.
3. We discussed Non-Credit International College related travel.  Members still had concerns so it was sent back to the International Committee for more information.
4. Our next meeting is May 4th at 3:30pm in the Woodward Conference Room.
5. COURTNEY SARANTOS:  So are we going to have to take a college MCAS?
6. ANDY GOLAS:  (POI) I was at Statehouse Day and they said they sent that to review so that is basically dead.
C. CURRICULUM COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
D. ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
E. REVIEW OF THE COMMON CORE COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT

F. INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
F. WRITING LIAISONS COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
VII. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT-PROGRAMMING:  AMANDA KING 

A. Last Wednesday was CAB’s last Open Mic of the year, and it went out with a bang.  We had a verge gathering, some new faces and about 7 performances so I am glad that it ended on a good note.  A special thank you to my executive board members for coming out to it- I know we are all exhausted with life so it means a lot to me.
B. Spring Weekend is next week so everyone is a little anxious, I am trying to stay at one speed though, not getting too psyched out or anything.  In your email tomorrow you will receive a flyer with times for Spring Weekend again, and my dear friends Austin, Elizabeth and Meaghan will be tracing it out onto a big white sheet so that I can spend my time painting this long weekend.  I if you are bored and want to hang out I will be down here pretending like I am Picasso so please feel free to join me.
C. Guest packets are on sale until this Friday, so if you planned on having a friend, please go to the campus center window and pick one up.  You can pick up your meal tickets starting next Monday-so if you have a meal plan make sure to pick up at the DC starting next week.  
D. The next meeting is tomorrow at 5:00pm on the couches.

VIII.   FINANCE REPORT:  MEAGHAN MACDONALD
A. FUNDRAISING REQUEST REPORT: NO REPORT 

B. FINANCE COMMITTEE: NO REPORT
IX.  SECRETARY’S REPORT:  AMY WING/LINDSEY HOWE
A. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  AMY WING
1. I hope everyone had a great time at Senate, personally I thought was dynamite.  If anyone has any concerns could you please email me so they can be aware next year.
2. As a reminder elections are Tuesday and Wednesday.  Please vote, not only for your councils and exec but also for continuing our MASSPIRG chapter and for your favorite professor.
B. LEGISLATIVE SECRETARY:  LINDSEY HOWE
1. This is one of the last weeks for people to send me pictures for the slide show.  If pictures are not sent to me I am to have to creep and get pictures off of people’s Facebooks.
 X.    COMMITTEE REPORTS:
A. RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
B. ALCOHOL REVIEW BOARD:  NO REPORT  
XI. COMMUTER COUNCIL, CLASS AND HALL REPORTS:
A. COMMUTER COUNCIL:  NO REPORT
            B. SENIOR CLASS:  KRISTIN MAZEIKA
                   1. There are still tickets available for the Mohegan Sun trip this Saturday.  It is only $15.00 for the bus, buffet, and $10.00 for the slots.  We leave at 3:00 pm and will leave Mohegan to return at 11:00pm.  Get your ticket ASAP.
                   2. We also have a Senior Night this Friday at the Perch.  All food will be half off.
                   3. The next meeting is April 19, 2010 at 6:15pm in the SGA conference room.
            C. JUNIOR CLASS:  NO REPORT
            D. SOPHOMORE CLASS: SAMANTHA HOPKINS

                  1. We will be having a Wiffle Ball Tournament on Sunday May 2nd, rain or shine.  It will take place on the campus green at 2:00pm.  They will be 5 person teams, and $5.00 per team.  The winner and runner up will both receive gift cards.

                  2. You can pick up your roster at the DC starting April 20th.  We are only accepting a max of 16 teams, so fill out a roster sooner rather than later!

                  3. The next meeting is April 14th at 4:45pm in the Ely Conference Room.       
E. FRESHMEN CLASS: LINDSEY HOWE
      1. Our council is doing well preparing for Relay for Life.  Our team name is Lifesavers and we are anxiously awaiting the relay.

      2. All freshmen please remember to vote for our council on April 20 and 21st.

      3. We recently planned an event for October of this year.  It is going to be a weight lifting competition held in the Wellness Center.  More details in September.

      4. The next meeting is tomorrow at 4:00pm in the SGA conference room.
  F. APARTMENT COMPLEX:  JOHN PAPPAS
        1. We have an event planned for Monday night at 10:30pm.  It will be pancakes and other breakfast foods.

        2. We are looking for ideas on how to spend our remaining money.

        3. Our next meeting is April 19th at 5:00pm in Chaitali’s office.
            G. COURTNEY HALL:  NO REPORT
H. DAVIS HALL:  JIM ROBERTSON
      1. Hello everyone.  I just wanted to let you know that on April 30th we are having our end of the year event.  It will be starting around 3:00pm and ending about 7:00pm.  Some things to look forward to are a dunk tank, snow cone machine, Sodexho catering, jousting and air bounce.

      2. The next meeting is April 14th at 8:15pm in the Davis Common Room.
I. DICKINSON:   ANDREW VALLIANT
1. We will be hosting our end of the year event on Thursday the 29th from 4:00-7:00pm.  We will be raffling off our T-shirts during the event, along with tie dye as well.  There will also be a moon bounce and dunk tank, along with Gigi’s pizza, chicken wings, fried dough and mozzarella sticks.
2. We are going to purchase new pool cues
3. We may also host a study break event during finals.
4. The next meeting is April 19th at 4:30 in the RD’s office.
J. LAMMERS:  ALEX KEEFE
1. Good evening.  Lammers Hall council has continues to maintain an active status within the hall and has received its new air hockey table and foose ball table as of two weeks ago.  Both items are a huge hit as well as the newly felted pool table and pool equipment.

2. For the remainder of the semester, the hall has voted on committing the remainder of our finances and resources to our end of the year event, which is combine with Scanlon Hall. The event will be taking place on May 3rd.  it will include a bounce house, jousting, tie dying and an arranged menu of food.  Both hall councils have been working closely together and have come up with a great agenda which will be one heck of a send off for the residents for the halls.  Hall T-shirts will also be provided for resident for 09/10 academic year.
3. Our next meeting will be tonight at 8:00pm in the Lammers Hall lobby.
K. NEW HALL:  ALYSSA ZABIEREK
1. New Hall will be collecting various items for soldiers starting this week.  

2. Our end of the year event is a BBQ on April 28th.  We will have hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers, pasta salad, and cookies.  We will also be giving away T-shirts.

3. The next meeting is April 14th at 5:45pm in the conference room.
L. SCANLON HALL:  KAYAL SMITH
2. As Alex told you we are working on a combined event this year on May 3rd.

3. We are also working on some study br3ak activities to round off the end of the year.

4. Also, if anyone knows about the damage to the elevator please let me or Ryan O’Connell know.

5. Our next meeting is April 15th at 6:30pm in the front hall lobby.
XI.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  NONE
XII. NEW BUSINESS:  NONE
XIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS:     COURTNEY SARANTOS:  Class Council is still doing our flag football event so please turn in rosters.
AUSTIN SAHAGIAN:  There will be no Student Life meeting after SGA.  Could I please see Caitlin Barry.
KAREN RENDA:  Community Service is April 28th and there will be sign ups.
KRYSTA LIVINGSTONE:  Please don’t forget to sign up for Jail and Bail.
JOHN PAPPAS:  If anyone knows who is defacing the old apartment green with profane chalk writing please let me know.  It will not be tolerated.
KRISTIN MAZEIKA:  There are 39 days until commencement. 
XV.      ROLL CALL:  Stephanie Close, Tony Iozzo, Ross Beck, Sergey Chumack, Nicole Nalepa, and Nick Langone were absent.  Megan Donovan was excused and Allie McLaughlin sent an alternate.
XVI. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:45pm.

To ensure the courtesy of others,

please turn off your cell phone before the meeting
