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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION MINUTES

April 27, 2010
I. ROLL CALL: Courtney Sarantos, Kaitlin Badjo, Stephanie Begg, Danielle Nichols, James Walsh, Brandon Harris, Nick Langone, Dominique price, Kayla Smith, Lauren Jacobs, and Veronica Tumavicus were absent.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM APRIL 20, 2010:  The minutes were accepted.

III. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Colleen Murphy
A.  First of all, congratulations to all of those who won in the respective elections last week.  I will be meeting with any newly elected Exec members after this meeting. Students also voted to keep MassPirg for another two years funded by a $7.00 waivable fee.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
B. The Wesfield State Foundation Speaker Series is hosting Greg Mortonson Thursday night at 7:00pm at the Woodward Center with a reception at 6:00pm.  You need tickets but they are free.
C. The Class of 2011 is hosting their Can Tab Count and Flag Football tournament tonight at the Woodward Center from 6:30-9:30pm.  Pizza and drinks will be provided along with a raffle for a signed Jason Varitek photo, can tab weigh in, flag football games, and trivia and music throughout the night.
D. Relay for Life is this weekend so good luck to all the teams participating.  The SGA team, look out for an email from me this week when I finalize what time we’re leaving.
E. Just as a reminder, next week is our last meeting down here in the SGA room.  Expect a longer meeting but we will be getting pizza and soda for everyone.  We will be meeting in Scanlon Banquet Hall on the 11th for dinner and our awards ceremony.  The 11th will be our last dress code meeting.

F. A special welcome to some of our senior parents joining us tonight. 
G. The next meeting is on Tuesday, May 4, 2010 at 5:30pm.
IV. BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  RYAN MEERSMAN
A. ALL COLLEGE COMMITTEE:  ANDY GOLAS
1. At our last meeting, ACC approved a new grade appeal policy.  This new policy establishes a grade appeal committee made of 4 faculty and 2 students to hear cases where students, professors, and department chairs cannot compromise on the issuing of a final grade.
2. Our next meeting is May 5, 2010 at 3:30pm.
B. STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
C. LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
      D. STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
      E. NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
F. NEIGHBORHOOD ADVISORY BOARD:  AMANDA KING
1. Tomorrow night is the 4th Annual Neighborhood Social, which is being held in Pandini’s from 5:30-7:00pm.  For those of you who don’t know what it is, basically we invite all the neighbors within a one mile radius from the school to meet with the Board, have pizza and beverages, and discuss any problems with the college and community and also thing going on on-campus that the neighbors may be interested in.  it’s not really a discussion as much as a social gathering where myself and executive board will be mingling with people in the neighborhood just fielding questions and having a presence.  It’s a good natured event and has grown a lot since my freshmen year where we had like 10 people show and last year we had about 150, so we are hoping for as good a turn-out this year.  The neighbors will also have the option to go see “The Beggar’s Opera” afterward. 
G. ALUMNI REPORT:  NO REPORT
H. FOUNDATION REPORT:  NO REPORT. A reminder that Greg Mortonson is on Thursday.
I. LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
V. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT STUDENT LIFE:  AUSTIN SAHAGIAN  
A. STUDENT LIFE REPORT: NO REPORT
B. MULTICULTURAL REPORT:  NO REPORT
C. FOOD SERVICE COMMITTEE:  CAITLIN BARRY
1. Did you know that burgers only stay out on the grill for 8 minutes?
2. Did you know that French fries only stay out for 10 minutes?
3. Our final gathering is next Thursday.
E. HEALTH COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
F. PARKING CONTROL BOARD:  NO REPORT
G. SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
H. CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
I. STUDENT ATHLETIC ADVISORY BOARD:  NO REPORT
J. SUBSTANCE ADVISORY BOARD:  NO REPORT
VI. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT-ACADEMIC LIFE:  ELIZABETH STACK
    Hi everyone.  I just wanted to thank everyone for your comments on the new advising system.  Dr. Marrotta told me that based on the comments that she’s been hearing this advising system will be in place in the fall.  If you have any questions or comments let myself or Dr. Marrotta know.  Thank you.
A. ACADEMIC POLICIES COMMITTEE: NO REPORT
B. CURRICULUM COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
C. ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
D. REVIEW OF THE COMMON CORE COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT

E. INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
F. WRITING LIAISONS COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
VII. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT-PROGRAMMING:  AMANDA KING 

A. Spring Weekend was incredible.  It was only incredible, thought, because my All-Weekend crew and CAB members were devoted, my exec board members were supportive, Barb and LeeAnn helped with things like sound-checks that went right over my head, and Less Than Jake was thankfully really laid-back about their performance time.  It was also incredible because Mother Nature actually followed along with our agreement and I couldn’t be happier with that.  A lot of time and energy goes into Spring Weekend and I could not have done it without everyone’s help, so I just wanted to say thank you.  Friday night with Ronnie Jordan, Bingo and Pancakes went as smooth as I could have hoped and Saturday everything went even better than I could have hoped.  I hope that everyone else enjoyed themselves as well.  Thanks again.
VIII.   FINANCE REPORT:  MEAGHAN MACDONALD
A. FUNDRAISING REQUEST REPORT: NO REPORT 

B. FINANCE COMMITTEE: MEAGHAN MACDONALD
1. Hello everyone.  The Business Club is attending a conference in New York City April 30-May 1, 2010.  They are requesting funds for lodging for one night and mileage for two vans.  I move to allocate $444.60 to the Business Club.  The motion was passed. 
IX.  SECRETARY’S REPORT:  AMY WING/LINDSEY HOWE
A. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  NO REPORT
B. LEGISLATIVE SECRETARY:  NO REPORT
 X.    COMMITTEE REPORTS:
A. RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE:  ROSS BECK
1. Rules & Regs passed Article VIII Class Council bylaw at their last meeting.  This article is meant to put into writing what is basically current practice in regards to sister classes.  It is also meant to put all classes on an even level for charity events.  Although, it may make the month of September more hectic, it will give every class an equal opportunity at all fundraising events.  It was then moved and seconded to accept Article VIII Section 1-Sister Classes to the Class Council Bylaws.  The motion passed.  It was moved and seconded to accept Article VIII Section 2-Class Council Events to the Class Council Bylaws.

2. KRISTIN MAZEIKA:  If one class council says that they wanted to do the date auction and another council didn’t approve of then they could stand up at student government and say they do not approve of that?
3. ROSS BECK:  Yes.

4. KRISTIN MAZEIKA:  Then it would get show down. Then nobody would be able to do it?

5. ROSS BECK:  Yes.

6. CAITLIN BARRY:  And what is the point of that?  How are we benefiting people if we are shooting down charities now?

7. ROSS BECK:  The elephant in the room is the date auction.  Let’s say that the freshmen class coming of 2014, the way it is, is that all the even classes get the date auction automatically.  And the even classes would always get it.

8. CAITLIN BARRY:  What’s the big deal?  It was passed down, this is how it has always been, why does it matter?

9. ROSS BECK:  If this was the other way around and you came in on an odd class and was automatically shut out of it because of when you graduated high school, that’s not fair.
10. DANIELLE SERVIDEO:  I think that the initiative should be with the other class.

11. KRISTIN MAZEIKA:  I know with charity events, we worked with our sister class so they have the information and they have all logistical tools.  I feel like with the can tab collection if you worked so hard with it that for another class just to take it.  Especially to do this within the first month of school, you don’t know what you are doing in the first month.

12. COLLEEN MURPHY:  The reason we wanted to put this in was A.  So there wouldn’t be fighting.  I think if two classes put in the same proposal that they would see who has been working for two years with their sister class and hopefully that would work out.  I think it is important that there are rules in place to help with the in-class fighting.  We are open to suggestions if you have any.

13. JOHN PAPPAS:  So, if my class does a charity does my class get anything out of it?

14. ROSS BECK:  No.

15. JOHN PAPPAS:  So why does it matter?  Who cares if it is all going to charity?

16. COLLEEN MURPHY:  We are trying to create a paper trail.

17. CAITLIN BARRY:  If two class councils want to do the same charity even why can’t they just do it together?  If the juniors came up to us last year at the date auction and asked us I guarantee that we would have gladly accepted their help if they asked.
18. ROSS BECK:  I would hope that if it was to happen with the two classes that a situation where they can work together would be there, but in reality it doesn’t happen like that.

19. ALEX KEEFE:  Everyone is just getting the ball rolling in September.  Why not make it later?

20. NICOLE NALEPA:  Maybe we can do something where if all the classes want to work together they could just collaborate on it?

21. Ryan Meersman moved and it was seconded to amend the motion to the final day of classes for the first semester instead of September 30th.
22. COLLEEN MURPHY:  What if you wanted to do a charity event in the fall?

23. RYAN MEERSMAN:  I withdraw my motion to amend.
24. MEAGHAN MACDONALD:  I think the problem is that the seniors have already given our class all of the information on the date auction.

25. COLLEEN MURPHY:  (POI) We don’t want the date auction.

26. MEAGHAN MACDONALD:  I don’t care who wants the date auction, I am just saying that each class is passing information down so that other classes know how to run the events.

27. COLLEEN MURPHY:  (POI) The reason we did the proposal is because then each class would put in for an event and it would be reviewed by the exec council which knows the history of each event and has a mix of classes on it.
28. BRANDON BURR:  Does the date auction ever end up in the freshmen’s hands?

29. ROSS BECK:  This isn’t just for the date auction.

30. Ryan Meersman moved and it was seconded to refer Article VIII  Section 2-Class Council Events to the Rules and Regulations Committee for further review.  The motion passed.

31. Ross Beck withdrew his original motion.

B. ALCOHOL REVIEW BOARD:  NO REPORT  
XI. COMMUTER COUNCIL, CLASS AND HALL REPORTS:
A. COMMUTER COUNCIL:  NO REPORT
B. SENIOR CLASS:  KRISTIN MAZEIKA
1. If anyone attended Senior Salute last Thursday and has some feedback, feel free to email myself or one of our members so we can pass this information on!

2. Also, a reminder Senior Fest apartment rosters and contracts are due by May 12th.
3. Finally, make sure you get anything and everyth9ing for wrapping up your senior year including buying caps and gowns, getting financial aid figured out and most importantly making sure you are graduating.

4. The next meeting is May 3, 2010 at 6:15pm in the SGA conference room.
            C. JUNIOR CLASS:  NO REPORT
            D. SOPHOMORE CLASS: NO REPORT      
E. FRESHMEN CLASS: NO REPORT
  F. APARTMENT COMPLEX:  NO REPORT
            G. COURTNEY HALL:  NO REPORT
H. DAVIS HALL:  NO REPORT
I. DICKINSON:   NO REPORT
J. LAMMERS:  NO REPORT
K. NEW HALL:  NO REPORT
L. SCANLON HALL:  NO REPORT
XII.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  NONE
XIII. NEW BUSINESS:  NONE
XIV. ANNOUNCEMENTS:     KRISTINA CLARK:  Thursday is alumni mentor day in Scanlon from 3:00-5:00pm.
DOMINIQUE PRICE:  Spring Car Wash for Haiti.
AMANDA KING:  Some people from exec are being put in jail tomorrow for the Jail and Bail so come bail us out.
KRYSTA LIVINGSTONE:  The rain location for the Jail and Bail will be the Ely Campus Center.
NICOLE NALEPA:  The communications department is having their annual dinner May 7th.  Please RSVP by Friday.
AUSTIN SAHAGIAN:  Student Life meeting after SGA.
COLLEEN MURPHY:  Can Tab Flag Football tonight!  Also new exec members lets meet in my office.
KRISTIN MAZEIKA:  There are 25 days until commencement. 
XV.      ROLL CALL:  Samantha Stone, Andy Goals, Courtney Sarantos, Kaitlin Badjo, Stephanie Beg, Danielle Nichols, James Walsh, Brandon Harris, Nick Langone, Kayla Smith, Laurent Jacobs, and Veronica Tumavicus were absent.
XVI. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:01pm.

To ensure the courtesy of others,

please turn off your cell phone before the meeting
