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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION MINUTES

March 9, 2010
I. ROLL CALL: James Walsh, Jim Robertson, Nicole Nalepa, Lauren Jacobs, and Veronica Tumavicus were absent.  Gina DeSantis and Tim Egan sent an alternate.  Erin Kearney and Dominique were excused.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 23, 2010:  The minutes were accepted.

III. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Colleen Murphy
A. Good evening and welcome.  I hope everyone is enjoying our new tables.  I’d like to invite up Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Trustee Kevin Queenin.
1. KEVIN QUEENIN:  Thank you very much, please bare with me, I just got back from China last night at 10:00pm.  How many people have left the country?  How many have been to China?  If you get a chance to get to Hong Kong it is outstanding.  Thank you for having me.  I was asked to cover four topics, my background, what we do on the trustees, talk about pressing issues at the college and the trustee makeup and our role to support you.  First my background, my wife and I went to the college.  I now live on Western Avenue.  In the late 90’s I was approached by President Woodward to be a part of the Foundation.  I joined the foundation in the early 2000’s and started to get involved in fundraising.  I then took a leadership role and start4ed to do interesting things with both the college and the community.  On a personal note, I own a business in Agawam, we are in the nuts, bolts and screws business. I have a business here, one in Canada, one in Mexico and one in China.  There are great benefits to traveling so I hope you take advantage of what President Dobelle is providing for you.  I want to talk a little about trustees, I became a trustee in 2008, I became chairman in 2009.  Our role generally is to work with the faculty, staff, administration in a strategic thought process. One of my goals is to stay out of tactic thinking and stay strategic with the issues.  One of the areas we have been looking at are funding, raising money and becoming partners with the downtown.  But we try to stay on a strategic menu.  I always want to stress that there are 5 alumni on the board.  We have a wide variety of people who provide their time and talents and treasures.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
2. AMY WING:  
3. REPRESENTATIVE HUMASON:  Take the opportunities that come up.  I worked for the Westfield District Court before I went and worked for the legislatures.  I would say to keep your options open.  Internships are tremendous.  I would take advantage of those; they appreciate the assistance of a qualified volunteer.  One thing that I regret is that I never studied abroad or had an internship.
4. AUSTIN SAHAGIAN:  What is your favorite part of your job?
5. REPRESENTATIVE HUMASON:  I like doing this and taking to people.  My least favorite job is driving to work every day.
6. RYAN MEERSMAN:  You talked about the budget a little bit, next year when the stimulus money is gone how do you see the education budget going?  Especially Westfield State College?
7. REPRESENTATIVE HUMASON:  Great question.  Next fiscal year that money will be diminished and in two fiscal years it will be gone.  Massachusetts is one of the last states to spend their money.  Unless our own economy turns around there is no extra stimulus we will have to go back and look at more cuts.  The cuts are never easy and some of the areas that should be cut are preserved and those preserved should be cut.  If the turnaround doesn’t happen we are required to make more cuts.  We have to have a balance budget and be fiscally responsible.  Unfortunately the programs cut are often associated with people.  The personnel costs are more expensive.  When you cut a program you are more than likely cutting a program.
8. KRISTINA CLARK:  Based on what you just said do you think that Massachusetts will face what is happening in Georgia right now with many of their campuses closing?
9. REPRESENTATIVE HUMASON:  The college system in Massachusetts is not like we have a huge amount of campuses.  The community colleges are pretty regionally divers; spread throughout the state which I think is a good thing.  The missions of the schools are reflective of the needs in terms of education.  If Westfield continues to offer the programs and staying relevant we won’t fact that issue.  I don’t foresee us in a position in which we would need to shut down campuses.
10. ALEX KEEFE:  What would you start cutting first?
11. REPRESENTATIVE HUMASON:  There are so many of us in both the legislature and the senate who all have different priorities.  There are so many ideals involved in what we represent.  I represent a hospital and a college and not every legislator has a hospital and a college.  There are a couple areas that I would like to see cut.  For instance the public holidays like Bunker Hill Day and Evacuation Day.
12. KRISTIN MAZEIKA:  I know in the City of Worcester there have been many cutbacks in the fire departments.  Do you think that we will experience more of those?
13. REPRESENTATIVE HUMASON:  One of the core priorities of my budget is local aide.  The money the state takes in for the state and local government.  Then there is money that goes back to Chapter 70 money, which is education money.  It’s not just the state that is having budget trouble it’s the lo9cal government too.  The hopeful answer is that there is a house commitment to level funding.  There may be a cut in local aid.

14. BARBARA HAND:  As a residential question, when do you expect the bridge to be open?

15. REPRESENTATIVE HUMASON:  The railroad trestles are all finished so there won’t be those issues.  The bridge is ahead of schedule and should be done around August.  The parks and lighting won’t be done until the fall.

16. STEPHANIE CLOSE:  Do you see the House & Senate the raise of Western Mass polls?

17. REPRESENTATIVE HUMASON:  I can tell you from the point of view of the transportation committee there is no interest in doing that.
B. Thank you Representative Humason. Thank you to everyone for dressing up on short notice.  A reminder to everyone that email is the college’s official form of communication and that is how I will contact you, on your school email, so make sure you check it.  Also, next week will also be a dress code meeting.  The chairman of the Board of Trustees, Kevin Queenin will be down to speak to Senate.  The Board of Trustees makes all of the college’s decisions so think of some questions for next week please.
C. Immediately following senate tonight is a thank you gathering for everyone that assisted in the semester’s efforts for Haiti Relief.  There is food and music as well as Dr. Dobelle, Mayor Knapik, and Senator Knapik will be speaking at some point in the evening, so if you could make an appearance as we leave senate that would be great.
D. Every year SGA senators participate in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Holyoke.  There will be a bus to and from, and because it is early in the morning, you will be able to come back from Spring Break the Saturday instead of that Sunday.  If you are planning on going please write your name and your room number so you can be let in early if you plan on coming Saturday.  It is always nice to have an SGA presence at this event.
E. There is a speaker series event tomorrow night; Zbigniew Brzezinski will be speaking at 7:00pm in the Woodward Center.  Brzezinski is the former National Security Advisor to President Carter.  As always there will also be a reception at 6:00pm.
F. Can I see everyone who has signed up or would still like to participate in Relay for Life in my office after the meeting?
G. The next meeting is on Tuesday, March 2, 2010 at 5:30pm.
IV. BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  RYAN MEERSMAN
A. ALL COLLEGE COMMITTEE:  ANDY GOLAS
1. At the last All College Committee meeting we discussed a few different things.  First of all we approved the renaming of new Hall to Lawrence Foard Hall after the former Philosophy professor who served the college for over 40 years so look for that pending president Dobelle’s approval.

2. We also discussed the recommendations of the Parking Control Board for the 2010-11 academic year.  Some of the changes that will be coming next year include a lottery style for main lot parking with preference going to students who do student teaching, Dickinson lot will be commuter/DGCE parking and commuter parking next to Ely will become fac/staff parking.  Some of the medium range programs that the plan had included looking at additional parking down at the Horace Mann Center and making the campus more pedestrian friendly by reducing the speed on Western Ave and adding more crosswalks.
3. KRISTIN MAZEIKA:  Wait it’s also lottery but there is preference for student teaching?
4. COLLEEN MURPHY:  (POI) They haven’t quite worked this out but there will be a certain amount of spots that will be for student teaching and others will be for lottery.
5. CAITLIN BARRY:  So what are we going to call New Hall, like I am going to be Lawrence Hall?  Or?
6. ANDY GOLAS:  Probably Foard Hall.
7. Our next meeting will be 3/10/2010 at 3:30pm in the presidents Board Room.
      B. STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
      C. LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
      D. STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
      C. NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
C. NEIGHBORHOOD ADVISORY BOARD:  NO REPORT
D. ALUMNI REPORT:  NO REPORT
E. FOUNDATION REPORT:  NO REPORT
F. LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
V. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT STUDENT LIFE:  AUSTIN SAHAGIAN  
A. STUDENT LIFE REPORT: AUSTIN SAHAGIAN

1. The room reservation deposit was due yesterday, march 1st by 5:00pm. 
2. The next date to look out for is the lottery number for housing and is to be released on Monday March 8th.
3. The apartment roster sheet is available in ResLife.
4. The next meeting is tonight after SGA on the couches.
B. MULTICULTURAL REPORT:  NO REPORT
C. FOOD SERVICE COMMITTEE:  CAILTIN BARRY
1. Toward the end of the month there is going to be a pizza day which is going to be filled with all sorts of pizzas, calzones and Stromboli’s.
2. The DC is going to look into having steamed vegetables offered every day for those who prefer a healthier choice.
3. There is going to be a class offered later on in the semester to help people learn how to create a healthy meal at the DC.
4. Lastly, there will be a beach party dinner next Wednesday to celebrate Spring Break.
5. The next meeting is March 9th at 4:15pm in the DC.
D. HEALTH COMMITTEE:  MEG DONOVAN
1. There will be a Health Committee meeting on Wednesday at 4:00pm in the Counseling Center.
E. PARKING CONTROL BOARD:  NO REPORT
F. SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
G. CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
H. STUDENT ATHLETIC ADVISORY BOARD:  NO REPORT 
I. SUBSTANCE ADVISORY BOARD:  NO REPORT
VI. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT-ACADEMIC LIFE:  ELIZABETH STACK
    Hi everyone. The course offerings booklet is now available.  There are plenty outside of Parenzo 107 and the Academic Advising office. There are also booklets around campus at various department offices.  The new advising system will be in place for this advising session.  Each of you should have a schedule because I put them in there this afternoon.  Please tell your friends, make sure everyone knows so that this can go as smoothly as possible.  Outside of the Academic Advising office is a master list of what year you need to be advised with and your academic advisor.  Please spread that around also, so it there are any questions students will know where to go.  If you are in the honors program make sure you go to one of the group advising meetings so you can be ready for early registration.  Any questions/comments or concerns, feel free to let me know in person or via email. 
1. ALLI BURNS:  My advisor is not on the master list.
2. ELIZABETH STACK:  I would go to your department and check in with the secretary there.
B. ACADEMIC POLICIES COMMITTEE: NO REPORT
C. CURRICULUM COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
D. ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  STEPHANIE CLOSE
1. This spring we had the highest occupancy ever 2540 living on campus.  Everyone that was on the waiting list and still wanted housing hot it.  The room reservation deposits were apparently slow this year.  At the time of our meeting, they were 200-300 short of John Conlogue’s expectations.  The deadline was yesterday so I hope you all got your deposits in.  This year, housing for freshman will be guaranteed to all who get their papers in by June 1st.  This is what the college normally does.   Last year however they did a first come first serve type of deal.  Clearly that did not work with the 80+ kids living in hotels.  75 transfers will have housing next semester.
2. Admission numbers are down this year.  All of our sister schools are experiencing the same thing.  There are about 600 students that meet the DHE standards whose acceptance has been put on hold.  The college is debating how low on the DHE chart should they dip to meet numbers.  WSC has not had to do this in a long time.  The application fee has risen to $50.00 making it the highest for MA state colleges.  The deadline for incoming freshmen has been extended from March 1st to March 15th.  The admissions office has been calling students who have visited but have not applied and students with incomplete applications.
3. The billing for this spring was done a little differently this year.  Additional emails were sent to students before the bill was due and after for those students who had not responded.  This resulted in fewer withdrawals and less headaches for the admission staff.
4. The college wishes to bring in an additional 200 students.  These students would be commuters, ideally transfers.  This would obviously bring the school more money for next year’s budget.  The main concern on this is the course offerings.
5. The FAFSA deadline was yesterday so hopefully everyone got that in.  Award letters will be sent out in March and April.  The cost of next year has risen $880.00 which is a concern for the financial aid staff, as well as the students.
6. Transfer students will have their own “transfer advisors”.  This will be located in academic advising, Parenzo 108.  The college hopes this will help transfers adjust better to the school and stay here.

7. As of last Wednesday, 100 athletes had been accepted to WSC.

8. You all received the summer school survey via email a few weeks ago.  The results from this survey were surprisingly good.  Many people were interested in a summer semester at WSC.

9. The next meeting is March 23, 2010 at 1:30pm with the location to be determined.
E. REVIEW OF THE COMMON CORE COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT

F. INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
F. WRITING LIAISONS COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
VII. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT-PROGRAMMING:  AMANDA KING 

A. Brown Bag Bingo went over great on Friday, as always.  We had about 100-120 people there and people seemed to like the prizes enough so that was good.
B. Open Mic is this Wednesday at 8:00pm-we have four performers signed up already so we are looking forward to that.
C. Thursday night, March 4th at 8:00pm, CAB will be putting on a Trivia Night with a Free Nacho Bar.  There will be 6 rounds of 10-12 questions, 5 people on a team max, and there will be CAB representatives walking around checking for iphones, laptops, cell phones, etc. So we can disqualify you cheaters out there.
D. This Saturday night, Carlos and Cedric from Reno 911 will be doing a comedy routine at 8:00pm in the Ely Main Lounge sponsored by the Campus Center so come check it out it should be fantastic!
E. The slogan for spring is:  Texts From Spring Weekend.  So CAB made up a design for a t-shirt for the weekend-the staff t-shirts will be black, white lettering, and the area code will be in red just like on the site.  The front will say (413) Last Rites to Sleepless Nights, which is a Less Than Jake song.  The back will read STAFF and the “For a Good Time Text Spring Weekend to 2010” with CAB on the sleeve.  Activities on the green will consist of Adrenaline Extreme Obstacle Course, a sign making station, caricature artist, and a tie-dye station where the first 50 people will receive a white spring weekend t-shirt that can be tie-dyed and then everyone else can bring their own shirts if they want to participate.
F. I am meeting with Maria tomorrow to finalize a dinner menu for Friday night’s special dinner.  Tomorrow night at CAB will be doing All Weekend crew sign-ups and I am finalizing the meal tickets for the weekend.

G. COURTNEY SARANTOS: Will we be able to purchase the shirts?

H. AMANDA KING:  No, we will not be doing that this year.
G. The next meeting is tomorrow at 5:00pm on the couches.
VIII.   FINANCE REPORT:  MEAGHAN MACDONALD
A. FUNDRAISING REQUEST REPORT:  NO REPORT 
B. FINANCE COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT
IX.  SECRETARY’S REPORT:  AMY WING/LINDSEY HOWE
A. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  AMY WING
1. Hello.  Senate Banquet ticket sales are going really well.  We have 326 tickets left!  If you haven’t gotten your ticket go up to the campus window between 10:00am-4:00pm.  I want to thank everyone on the committee and exec board for helping me out.  Please keep up the great work.
B. LEGISLATIVE SECRETARY:  LINDSEY HOWE
1. I accept the resignation of Mike Brill.
2. Thank you all for a very successful unit completion month.  Only 9 senators did not hand in units and their names are posted to the right of my office door.  If your name is on the list you have until 3:30pm tomorrow to hand them in.
3. A new Saint patty’s day calendar will be up by the end of week.  There are only 3 required units for March because of Spring Break.  

4. I need schedules from members of the Blue Key Committee.

 X.    COMMITTEE REPORTS:
A. RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE:  ROSS BECK
1. Rules & Regs is looking for people to fill two vacancies:  a freshman and a sophomore.  They were filled by Emily Hammel and Brittany Kinhart.

2. The next meeting is scheduled for March 3, 2010 at 2:30 in the SGA President’s office.
B. ALCOHOL REVIEW BOARD:  NO REPORT  
XI. COMMUTER COUNCIL, CLASS AND HALL REPORTS:
A. COMMUTER COUNCIL:  JOHN POMMENVILLE
1. Commuter Council is having a pizza bar on March 11th from 11:00am-2:00pm in Quixotes.

2. The Tom-Tom gps system raffle will be continuing for commuters only.
            B. SENIOR CLASS:  KRISTIN MAZEIKA
                   1. Thanks to everyone who came to the Helping Hands for Haiti Benefit Show.  We were able to raise $731.00 for the efforts going on around campus.
                   2. If you plan on attending Senior Fest you need to purchase your packet ASAP.  They are only on sale until next Friday.  The packet is $235.00 or $295.00 if you live off campus currently and want to live on for Senior Fest.  Remember you must have 114 credits to participate.
                   3. Finally, on April 17th we will be hosting a bus trip to Mohegan Sun.  Seats will be very limited and go on sale after Spring Break.  More details will follow.
                   4. The next meeting is March 8, 2010 at 6:15pm in the SGA conference room.
            C. JUNIOR CLASS:  NO REPORT
            D. SOPHOMORE CLASS: NO REPORT       
E. FRESHMEN CLASS: ALLIE MCLAUGHLIN
       1. The Class of 2013 will be selling t-shirts for $10.00 starting on Thursday they will be sold in the DC, Davis and at the Campus Center Window.  

       2. Also the 2013 Class Council will be forming a team for the Relay for Life.  Our whole council is participating and we have come up with a team name of “Life Savers”.

       3. The next meeting is Wednesday at 5:30pm in the SGA conference room. 
  F. APARTMENT COMPLEX:  NO REPORT
            G. COURTNEY HALL:  NO REPORT
H. DAVIS HALL:  NO REPORT
I. DICKINSON:   NO REPORT
J. LAMMERS:  NO REPORT
            K. NEW HALL:  MEAGHAN MACDONALD
                    1. New Hall will be having a trivia event tomorrow at 8:00pm in the lobby.  Prizes will be paper towels, Lysol wipes, sponges, dish soap, toilet paper, and Febreeze.  The Big Prize is a Swiffer wet jet.
                    2. Our next meeting is next Wednesday March 3rd at 5:45pm in New Hall.
K. SCANLON HALL:  NO REPORT
XII.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  NONE
XIII. NEW BUSINESS:  NONE
XIV. ANNOUNCEMENTS:     RYAN MEERSMAN:  I will not have to see the All College Reps after the meeting.
AUSTIN SAHAGIAN:  There is a hockey game tonight down at Amelia Park.
MEAGHAN MACDONALD:  We will be meeting for finance tonight.
COURTNEY SARANTOS:  The Fashion Show is on Saturday.
COLLEEN MURPHY:  I need to see the Relay members after the meeting.
KRISTEN MAZEIKA:  Once On This Island is going on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. There are 81 days until commencement. 
XV.      ROLL CALL:  James Walsh, Gina DeSantis, Jim Robertson, Lauren Jacobs, and Veronica Tumavicus were absent.  Erin Kearney & Dominique Price were excused.  Tim Egan sent an alternate.
XVI. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:55pm.
To ensure the courtesy of others,

please turn off your cell phone before the meeting
