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 Student Government Association Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]January 26, 2016

I. ROLL CALL: Rose Ferraro, Jeremy Forgue, Nyasia Velazquez, Daecia Serrano, Nickalena Richards, Savanna Lamas and Sean White were absent and Jessica Hanam sent an alternate and Presley Mahanna was excused.              

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM December 8, 2015: Minutes were approved. 

III. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Evelyn Dina
Hi everyone and welcome back. I hope you all had a nice long winter break and are ready for the start of the new semester.
Tonight we are lucky enough to have Sue LaMontagne and Dr. Carlton Pickron come down to say hello and give you a warm welcome back to campus.
1. Dr. Carlton Pickron: Welcome back, it’s great to see you all ready to rock and roll.
2. Sue LaMontagne: Welcome back everyone, let me just say it’s thrilling to have you back. I love the energy on campus when you return. In observing you all last semester, I could not have more admiration of how seriously you took the role as senators, the questions you were asking, the way you made tough decisions about the budget, the ways you were getting out to represent your constituents was unbelievably increased over years before, that I’ve ever seen. The only advice I have this semester is to keep it up, and if you’ve been one of the quieter folks, this is a great place to practice getting out and talking more because you’re amongst friends and people who feel the same way. The other thing is the unit offer to come visit Carlton or myself, you get a unit for that, and quite honestly we like to get to know you better. Welcome back, consider the units, and keep up the really great work.  
Thank you Dr. Carlton Pickron and Dean Sue LaMontagne.
I accept the resignation of Ally Bancroft as the Representative for the Student Athletic Advisory Board.
I accept the resignation of Rose Ferraro as a Representative at Large.
Tonight we also need to select a new member for the Rules and Regulations committee to represent the Class of 2016. Only members of the Class of 2016 may be nominated and may vote.
1. Justin Connolly was nominated and voted in as the new member of the Rules and Regulations Committee.
2. Justin Connolly is appointed to the Rules and Regulations Committee for the remainder of the 2015-2016 academic year.  
I am pleased to say that our new President of the University Dr. Ramon Torrechilha had his first day as president this past weekend and is very excited to get started. I know that he has been making his rounds across campus, so please say hello and welcome him if you happened to see him on campus.
The Boys and Girls Club of Greater Westfield is looking for volunteers for their STEM Mentoring program where you will be mentoring children from the ages of six to nine. I’ve had a similar experience mentoring students at the Littleville Elementary school and it was such a rewarding experience. If any of you are interested there is an informational meeting tomorrow at the Boys and Girls Club in Westfield. I’ll pass around the poster with the contact information as well. Mentoring sessions are only an hour a week on Wednesdays from 4:00pm to 5:00pm. Mentoring begins on Wednesday, February 10.
There will be an opportunity to register to vote in the Dining Commons, next Tuesday on February 2, from 11:00am to 1:30pm. They ask that you please bring your driver’s license or a state issued ID. If you are not registered to vote, it’s extremely important that you do.
Barbara Hand will be sending an email regarding Supplemental Travel being available, thanks to Academic Affairs transferring $15,000.00 so that we can oversee the allocation of the funds for academic and student leadership conference travel for the spring semester.
The fifth annual state of the campus address will be given by me on Tuesday, February 9 at 4:00pm in Dever Stage. For those of you who don’t know what the State of the Campus Address is, it is an annual speech given by the President of SGA that highlights student accomplishments and the successes of the University. This originally started by SGA President Lou Cimaglia in the Spring of 2012. You all are a huge part of my speech and are the reason why I get to stand on Dever Stage and brag about all of our accomplishments, so please, I would love for as many of you to be there if your schedule permits. I also would definitely appreciate the support; since it’s because of you I need to publicly speak for 20 plus minutes.        
Items not listed on the agenda.
  
IV. BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ REPORT: Justin Connolly
A. Welcome back. I hope you all had a relaxing break. My new office hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00pm to 3:00pm and Wednesday from 3:00pm to 5:00pm.
B. The Trustee subcommittee meetings will take place on February 2. The full Board meeting will be on February 11.  
C. All University Committee: No Report
D. Neighborhood Advisory Board: No Report

V. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT-STUDENT LIFE: Matthew Carlin 
A. Welcome back. I hope everyone is settling in just fine. There isn’t much to report from Student Life.
1. My new office hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 2:00pm to 4:00pm.
2. Just a reminder that Hoverboards are banned campus wide as of this semester. If you would like further information, please look at your emails from Dr. Pickron’s message or if you have lost it, there is a link on the new MyWestield home page. 
3. Housing deposits for 2016-2017 academic year are due no later than Friday, March 11 at 11:59pm. The Housing Deposit should be submitted online when completing your Housing Agreement in MyHousing.     
B. Student Affairs Committee: No Report
C. Multicultural Committee: No Report
D. Food Services Committee: No Report
E. Health Committee: Marissa Cremin
F. Parking Control Board: No Report
G. Student Athletic Advisory Board: No Report
H. Substance Advisory Committee: No Report
I. Community Relations/Fundraising Report: Marissa Cremin
1.  We have our third Red Cross Blood Drive of the year coming up. The drive will be on Wednesday, February 10 from 1:00pm to 7:00pm in the Parenzo Gym, which is just two weeks away. Please sign up to volunteer in the DC for sign ups or to help the day of the drive. I will o need help hanging up a few posters come see me after the meeting and you will get a unit.
2. Our first Community Relations/Fundraising Committee meeting of the semester will be next Thursday, February 4 at 6:00pm in Conference room E020 
3. Neighborhood advisory Board will be holding their first meeting on February 1.   
    
VI. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT-ACADEMIC LIFE: Jon Cubetus
A. Hi everyone, I hope you had a great break. I have a few small things to discuss today.
1. Dr. Marotta and I are having collective “Office Hours” again a few times this semester. They are all in the SGA Conference Room at 4:00pm on February 16, March 8, April 12 and May 10. Of course they will all be worth units. Please encourage your friends to come to talk about anything relative to academics or life at Westfield State.
2. Relating to the office hours, I was hoping that a few senators would be willing to hang up posters around campus. If you help, you will get your unit for the month. Please see me after the meeting.
3. Please pay close attention to the Academic Calendar. Dates come and go very quickly, as the spring semester is shorter than the fall semester. The next important date to consider is the Add/Drop ends this Friday, January 29. 
4. With all the changes and additions to SGA, we will need people to fill spaces on some committees. If you need another committee, please come and see me. 
B. Academic Policies Committee: No Report
C. Curriculum Committee: No Report
D. Enrollment Management Committee: No Report
E. Academic Technology and Information Services Committee: No Report
F. International Programs Committee: No Report
G. Writing Liaison: No Report

VII. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT-PROGRAMMING: Haley Batchelder
A. Programming update: Haley Batchelder
1. CAB has a busy schedule coming up, with our annual Winter Weekend. The events include:
a. The Right Price Game show on Thursday, January 28 in Dever Stage at 7:30pm. This game is similar to the “Price is Right” game show students will compete and win over $500.00 worth of prizes that range from a gopro to an Xbox.
b. On Friday, January 29, we have free ice skating from 10:00pm to 12:00pm at Amelia Park. There will be shuttles running the whole time from Scanlon and the only cost is the $3.00 skate rental fee.  
c. On Saturday, January 30 we have Simply Unemployable, a hilarious improv group, at 9:00pm in Scanlon Banquet Hall. This will be followed by our first Brown Bag Bingo of the semester. 
d. If you forget any of this information, look for the blue shirts that will be traveling around campus this week with the schedule right on the back. Remember that all of these events are free, fun and count as a unit so we would love to see you guys there.                 
2. I wanted to address this year’s Spring Weekend. While I can’t release details quite yet, I want to keep you all updated on this year’s changes. Partly due to budget changes this year, we were unable to obtain the funds needed for a big concert in Woodward. With this in mind, Spring Weekend will look a little different, change that we will inform you of as they are firmed up. I can say, however, that with the schedule almost complete, myself and the rest of CAB Exec are excited to provide the campus with a great Spring Weekend; yay change.   
3. My office hours are Thursday from 1:00pm to 3:00pm
4. Our next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, January 27 at 5:00pm in the Owls Nest.          

VIII. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT-FINANCE: Brandon Trafford
A. Finance Report: Brandon Trafford
1. In regards to the wonderful world for Finance, I will be bringing another Power Point presentation to senate with the next couple of weeks explaining how our SGA operating budget has been dispersed thus far.
2. Currently we have $13,368.00 left in our operating budget. 
3. As of right now there are no Finance Proposals on my desk thus the Finance Committee will not be meeting. I will be sending a Doodle Poll to all Finance Committee members very soon so that we can set up a new meeting date and time.
4. My office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:00pm to 2:00pm. 
B. Foundation Report: No Report

IX. SERETARY’S REPORT: Brendan McKee/Jacob Lotter
A. Executive Secretary Report: Brendan McKee
1. Cotillion committee is meeting this Sunday at 7:00pm most likely in SGA. I’ll get details out to those on the committee in a short amount of time.
2. My new office hours are going to be 12:00pm to 2:00pm on Wednesdays and Fridays, or by appointment, so feel free to stop by and talk.  
3. Don’t forget to nominate all your best friends for Senator of the Week, for all the hard work they’ve been putting in.
B. Legislative Secretary Report: Jacob Lotter
1. Hi everyone, I am going to start with the Big Unit award for the month of December.  Units were due before we left for break and I accepted them until the first of the year. We have three Big Unit award winners fo the month of December. Those senators are Kendall Dunbar, Danny Chamberlain, and Karina Sallaway. The Unit Lotto winner is Presley Mahanna. Congratulations. 
2. There is 1 unit due for the month of January you have to email it to me by 3:30pm on Tuesday, February 2. 
3. Last month, exactly half of you did your units. That is completely unacceptable. Every month that I don’t receive units, you receive a half absence. If you don’t know what a unit is please check the New Senator Packe, see me, or email me. 
4. I’m sending around my committee list. Please make corrections if you are changing the committees you’d like to declare this semester. If you have a blank space for committee #2 on the sheet, you have two weeks to talk to Jon Cubetus or Justin Connolly and find your second committee. If you don’t have a second committee by February 9, Jon and Justin will assign you one.
5. I already sent out reminder emails to chairs or secretaries of every committee, and I will be taking committee attendance very seriously this semester. If you miss a committee meeting you will receive an absence unless you talk to the chair and they choose to excuse you.
6. Can I see Kendall Dunbar, Danny Chamberlain and Karina Sallaway after the meeting?
7. My office hours are Tuesday 3:00pm to 5:00pm and Wednesday 1:00pm to 3:00pm.             

X. PARLIAMENTARIAN REPORT: Ryan Losco
A. Rules and Regulations Committee: Ryan Losco
	
XI. COMMUTER COUNCIL, CLASS AND HALL REPORTS: 
A. Commuter Council: No Report
B. Senior Class: No Report
C. Junior Class: Andrew Morin
1. Our council is still working hard on Mr. Westfield. We have been contacting local businesses for donations. We have ordered our t-shirts and sashes for the show, confirmed our judges, and we are working on getting our contestants prepared. We are still looking for a Mr. University, Mr. 2019, Mr. Commuter and Mr. Scanlon. If anyone is interested in these spots, they should reach out to me as soon as possible.
2. We are selling our Junior Class t-shirts until Friday, February 12. Please spread the word.
3. I move to appoint Allison Bancroft as a designee for Rehana Yusif for the position of SGA Representative for the Class of 2016 for the remainder of the 2015-2016 academic year. Motion carries.
4. Our next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, January 27 at 5:30 pm in Ely Conference Room E003.   
D. Sophomore Class: No Report
E. First Year Class: No Report
F. Apartment Complex: No Report
G. Courtney Hall: Karina Sallaway
1. I would like to accept the resignation of Sean White as Courtney Hall Representative to Senate. 
2. Our next Hall Council meeting will be held Thursday, January 28 at 5:30pm in the first floor lounge.  
H. Davis Hall: No Report
I. Dickinson Hall: No Report
J. Lammers Hall: No Report
K. Lansdowne Hall: No Report
L. New Hall: No Report
M. Scanlon Hall: No Report
N. University Hall: No Report

XII. UNFIISHED BUSINESS:
.
       	
XIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

XIV. ANNOUNCEMENTS:
A. Jacob Lotter: Can I and Evelyn Dina please see Tyquan Robles after the meeting? 
B. Marissa Cremin: Come see me to hang up Blood Drive posters please.
C. Ryan Losco: No Rules and Regs tonight.
D. Jon Cubetus: Please also help me hang up posters.
E. Lizette Rivera: February is Black History month, so we have a lot of programming, about three to four different events we’re doing each week during February. You’ll be getting this information via email very shortly. Tuesday, February 2 we’re going to have a presentation on two Black Panthers in the Owl’s nest at 7:00pm, Wednesday, February 3 I think it’d be great if students came out to the Pop, Lock and Drop it activity being sponsored by the Multicultural Student Association, and they’re going to be talking about black identity and braking stereotypes. Next week, we’re going to have a film screening of “A Prince among Slaves”, about an African Muslim prince who was captured as a slave and brought to Mississippi for 40 years and everything he accomplished after that. We’d love to see people come out and support these activities.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
F. Michael Janchuk: 115 days until commencement.


XV. ROLL CALL: Jeremy Forgue, Nyasia Velazquez, Daecia Serrano, Nickalena Richards and Savanna Lamas were absent. Jessica Hanam sent an alternate and Presley Mahanna was excused.   

XVI. ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 6:03pm.

