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Computers in Education

Lesson Plan

Dinosaurs

Fourth Grade

Getting to Know Dinosaurs

Objectives


Students will be able to:

· Identify two main types of dinosaurs; herbivores and carnivores

· Identify what specific dinosaur they are looking at

· Tell you the habitat, diet, and lifestyle of that dinosaur

· Tell you their own idea of why the dinosaurs died out

Instructional Techniques

· Discussion

· Lecture

· Graphics/Pictures

· Travel Site

· Study Guide
Instructional Materials

· Travel Site
· Study Guides

· Graphics/Pictures

· Syllabus for diorama

· Crayons

· Markers

· Scissors

· Paint

· Shoebox

· Glue

· And anything else you want to use!

Theoretical Perspective

· This is an important lesson because it is important for our students to know that humans weren’t the first things to exist on this planet. It is important for them to know what Earth was like hundreds of millions of years ago, so they can comprehend and appreciate how far we have come since then. We want them to know what kind of world it was like when dinosaurs roamed the Earth, and we want them to know the different theories as to why the dinosaurs no longer exist today.

Procedure

· A:  We will first begin this lesson with a discussion and lecture about dinosaurs. We will be focusing on two main types; herbivores and carnivores. We will explain, using specific examples of both types, what kind of diet they ate, what kind of habitat they lived in, what they looked like, etc. For each example, we will use pictures and graphics to show the students what their anatomy and physical appearance looked like. 
· B:  Next we will hand out a study guide that we have constructed. After each student has one, we will introduce them to the Travel Site. We will show them how to use it and pair them up. Each group will then use their study guide and the knowledge they have learned to make their way through the site.

· C:  After the students use the site, we will use the leftover time to discuss what they have learned and any questions they might have. We will also use this time to discuss theories as to why dinosaurs are now extinct.

· D:  The rest of the lesson plan is to be done at home. We will hand out a syllabus telling the students what they need to do. We will have them create their own diorama focusing on one specific dinosaur. They will show us what their habitat may have looked like, what food they ate, etc. Then, they will write a one page paper about this dinosaur. This lesson plan will be done on a Monday, and the rest of the project will be due on the following Monday.

· E:  The students’ homework will be to complete the projects and study for a test the next Monday.

Evaluation


After this lesson the students will be able to tell you lots of information about dinosaurs. They will be able to tell you the difference between herbivores and carnivores. They will be able to tell you the diet and habitat of specific dinosaurs. They will be able to identify specific dinosaurs when given a description or picture of them. Finally, they will be able theorize their own ideas why the dinosaurs died out.

