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Lesson Plan Topic or Theme: Highlighting the Setting of a Story
Lesson Objectives:

1. Students will be able to think critically about text details in regards to setting from a text they have read.

2. Students will be able to learn what makes a good travel brochure by examining commercial brochures.

3. Students will be able to create a travel brochure that incorporates research skills and text details.

4. Student will be able to navigate through an interactive website in order to expand upon research skills and data for a travel brochure.
Instructional Techniques:
· Discussion

· Demonstration
· Experiment
· Independent Work

Instructional Materials:
· Assortment of Travel Brochures
· Book: The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor by Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen
· Interactive Website: Curious George and the Exciting Deep Sea Adventure!
· Persuasion Map Planning Sheet:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson875/PersuasionMapPlanning.pdf
· Travel Brochure Rubric:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson961/Rubric.pdf
· Postcard Creator:

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/postcard/
· Chalkboard (or whiteboard; depending on availability)
· Chalk (or dry-erase markers; depending on availability)
· Chart Paper
· Construction Paper
· Markers/Crayons/Colored Pencils

Theoretical Perspective:

· The setting of a story provides readers with images and detailed descriptions of places that children become familiar with on a daily basis. Whether it is a land far away, a historical site, or a local neighborhood that they live in, children become connected with these places because the setting invites them to consider what it would be like to visit a particular place personally. Students will be engaged in an activity that allows them to take their imaginary journey one step further by creating a travel brochure for a location they have researched based upon their introduction to a text and the associated research that occurs with the interactive website that is used. Students are expected to think about and collect details mentioned in the text and on the interactive website and conduct additional research on the location they have based their travel brochure on. Students go through the research process but take the information obtained and turn it into a travel brochure. An interactive and engaging approach to the research process is just what children need to move forward in developing successful studying and research habits.
Procedure: 

[NOTE: This lesson can extend over five classroom sessions; this is simply a basic outline for guidance and can be manipulated in whatever way works best for the teacher and classroom of students.]
A. Introductory Activity
To begin the lesson and development of the subject of highlighting the setting of the story, the teacher will begin a discussion that asks students to share their experiences with traveling. Such questions that could be used to prompt discussion include: Where did you go? How did your family decide to go to this place? What kind of brochures, travel guides, or advertisements did your family explore before traveling? Students who have experiences with travel guides or brochures will be invited to share their experience or what they remember with the members of the classroom and this discussion will act as a transition into the introduction of the topic of the lesson. The teacher will explain to the class that they will be creating a travel brochure that incorporates what they have learned from the text they read (The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor by Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen) and the information they have gained from an interactive website they will be using that expands upon the textual details (Curious George and the Exciting Deep Sea Adventure). The teacher will also tell the students that they will be focusing primarily on the setting of the story. Next, the teacher will scatter travel brochures around the room and provide students with time to look through the brochures in groups, pairs, or individually. The students will be asked to pay attention to the layout, highlighted features, illustrations, and style of the text while also keeping in mind questions such as Are there maps, photos, diagrams, or other illustrations? What kind of language/vocabulary is used? How is the text presented? What does it highlight upon? Having the students think about these ideas along with their observations will allow students to begin thinking about the importance of highlighting upon the setting.
B. Descriptive Outline

1. To begin the instructional aspect of the lesson, the teacher will begin by having the 

students gather as a whole class and ask the students to share whether or not they would like to visit any of the places in the brochures based upon their observations of the brochures and the notes they made in regards to the questions suggested above. If the students answer in a positive manner, the teacher will ask the students to share what they found in the brochures that made them want to visit a particular location. If the students answer negatively, the teacher will then ask the students why they would not want to visit the particular location emphasized. As a whole class, students will then brainstorm ideas of what would make an effective travel brochure. The responses should be recorded by the teacher on either the chalkboard (whiteboard) or a piece of chart paper for the students to see. Possible answers students may have could include the pictures, the style of text, the quotations from visitors, etc. The teacher will then explain to the students that while pictures and photos are added bonuses on travel brochures, it is the text that also plays an important role in persuading people to visit a particular place.
2. Next, the teacher will review persuasive writing with the students so that they can begin planning the layout of their travel brochure. The teacher will discuss the idea of persuasive writing by saying that in a persuasive writing piece, there must be a goal or thesis that is made, along with three reasons to support their argument, and three facts or examples to validate a reason. The teacher will then hand out the Persuasion Map Planning Sheet to help students to visualize and better organize their ideas before producing their travel brochure. The teacher will then have the children brainstorm ideas or information that they feel they should include in their brochure to carry out their persuasive writing, as well as the location that they choose, and the teacher will write these ideas on the board. This portion of the lesson will set the foundation for creating the travel brochure because it emphasizes all of the components necessary for an appropriate brochure without confusing students with the details of the particular underwater location they choose.
3. After the foundation has been set, the teacher will then hand the students the Travel Brochure Rubric so that they are familiar with all basic components that need to be included with their travel brochure. The teacher will briefly go over the rubric so that she is sure that the students understand the assignment and expectations of the project. Once the students know the expectations for the assignment, the students will then take out their own copy of the specified book for this lesson entitled The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor by Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen. The teacher will then ask the students to revisit the text by looking at the examples and passages about setting, followed by making note of details about the setting and locating the particular page this information is located on. Once all details in regards to setting have been taken, this will act as a transition into the research aspect of the lesson that involves the interactive website entitled Curious George and the Exciting Deep Sea Adventure.
4. Once the students have found examples from their text about the setting, the teacher will then explain to the students that it is time for them to begin conducting research on the setting using the Internet. Because the children have established an idea of the setting they are going to be working with, it is now their job to find a particular location within this setting that will be the focus of their travel brochure. For example, when the student uses the interactive website and finds exciting information about the Titanic, this can be the location within the underwater setting (obtained from the book) that students choose. The interactive website provides seven locations for students to pick from, along with additional information on the topic if needed in a manner that is interactive and engaging! Students can browse the Internet from the interactive website for more information on the area of the underwater world they have chosen to create a travel brochure for. Once they have found all of their information, the teacher will then have the students make notes about their research so that they can refer back to this information at a later time when creating their travel brochure.
5. After the students have finished conducting their research and using the interactive website to find additional information, they have gathered the clues from their text as well as completed research on their setting that they need to begin designing their travel brochure. The teacher will have the students begin creating their travel brochure, highlighting upon the setting of the text and if needed, using the various assortment of travel brochures as a guide to help them get started. The teacher will provide students with construction paper, markers, crayons, and/or colored pencils to help them create a bright and exciting travel brochure!
C.  Closure

Once all of the students have completed their travel brochures, the teacher will 

       have each of the students bring their brochure with them back to the whole-class 

       setting and allow time for students to share their brochures with the rest of the class.

       The teacher will assess the students’ travel brochures based upon the Travel 

       Brochure Rubric provided for the students at the beginning of the lesson. Following    

       the presentation of their travel brochures, the teacher will have each one of them     

       displayed so that other students can view all of the hard work put into these 

       creations!
D.   Adaptations for Different Learners


Throughout the lesson, there are various ways that different learners can be 

accommodated so that they are able to develop appropriate knowledge on highlighting the setting of the story. One of the primary ways is through the research portion of the lesson. For students in the class that are English language learners or use English as a second language (ELL/ESL), there is the opportunity to browse other travel websites that are specific to their own language. This means that if the student is having difficulty following along with the directions of the Curious George and the Exciting Deep Sea Adventure interactive website, the teacher will provide the student(s) with a list of the underwater destinations that are specified on this travel website and allow the student to browse alternate sources that are specific in their language in regards to the location they choose from the list. An image of the location will be provided on the list so that they can double check that they are looking at the right information. For students who have difficulty expressing their ideas through the writing process, an alternative assessment can be given in which students create a postcard highlighting one of the locations mentioned on the website. This piece focuses more upon the images of the location, but if designed appropriately, can relay the same messages as the travel brochure would. Students can also format their information in the form of a letter which may help them to better express their ideas about the location they choose. See the Postcard Creator link for more information about this.

E.    Homework


        
For homework, students will be asked to complete a free write for the following 

       question: After completing the activity, what role do you think the setting plays in a 

       text? Will you pay more attention to the setting now that you have completed this 

       activity? Explain your thinking. The teacher will then use this as a form of post-

       assessment to see whether students understand the importance in highlighting the 

       setting of a story. The teacher should conduct a discussion about these questions 

       when the students return to class the next day to further assess their knowledge of 

                   this subject.

Evaluation:

A. To determine if the teacher has met her objectives for this lesson, the teacher can analyze each student’s completion of the Persuasion Map Planning Sheet, notes from their research conducted, their completed travel brochure and/or postcard created, and their homework (or post-assessment) questions when grading their homework. When the students were asked to create a travel brochure, this involved applying knowledge gained from the discussion before and after the use of the interactive website, as well as the interactive website itself to develop an understanding of the emphasis of setting, as well as learn more about the location that they had chosen from the website. By answering the questions for homework, students had to then think deeper about the importance of setting in regards to everyday use and for this particular activity and had to apply it in a format that was alternative to the traditional research paper. Depending on how well the students complete these activities and their homework will show the teacher whether or not they have grasped the task. Whether or not the students are able to conduct a discussion on the above topics portrayed will help the teacher to see whether or not students are grasping the subject of highlighting the setting of a story.
B. Some concerns the teacher may have about teaching the lesson is that students will not be able to successfully grasp the subject of highlighting the setting of a story and apply it to a medium like the travel brochure used for this lesson. The interactive website is a wonderful connection to the text the students use to develop an idea of the setting, but the teacher may be concerned with the research portion of the lesson in that students may find it difficult to obtain the information they needed, as well as put it into a format such as a travel brochure. This task may be difficult for some students and can also be time consuming depending on the students the teacher is working with, so this lesson may be more appropriate for teachers who are willing to incorporate the extra time into completing this activity completely. The teacher may also worry that the lesson is too discussion based. Sometimes too much discussion can allow students to lose sight of the objectives, so it is important for the teacher to have the discussions as interactive as possible (i.e. have the students write their brainstormed ideas on the board).
