Unit Topic or Theme: Science
Grade: Third

 
Lesson Topic or Theme: Solar System

Lesson Objectives: 

· The student will be able to develop an understanding of the eight planets and specific details about each.
·  The student will be able to make connections based on each of the planets location to one another while using the website. 
· The student will be able to explain their specific planet.  

Instructional Technique: 
· Diagrams of our planets
·  Discussion before the lesson
· Using the interactive website
· Group closure/ assessment at the end of the lesson

Instructional Material:
· http://www.theteacherscorner.net/printable-worksheets/science/solar-system/
· http://usm.maine.edu/planet/Solar%20System%20Graphic.jpg
Procedure: 
A. To start the lesson we will hold a class discussion with the students about their prior knowledge of the solar system:

· Can you name the eight planets?

· Name four facts that you know about our solar system?

· Is Pluto still considered a planet?

· Please come up and write a question on the board that you would like answered.
B. After discussion we will use various diagrams to show what each planet looks like and do a quick overview of each.

C. Then the learning will be in their hands. They will log onto the website to learn more about each planet. We will do step by step instructions so that the students know where to go to find the website. The website is geared to developing more facts about our solar system and the eight planets. We will use it as way to get them engaged in the learning process.

D. After they use the website it will be time to answer questions that they previously had. This will hopefully help them with researching their facts.
E. Each student will be responsible for choosing a planet that they were most interested in and writing a letter to a friend “on Earth”. The will use the printable worksheets for their final draft of their website. Each student is responsible for explaining their visit to the planet to show an understanding of the planet. 
 
Evaluation: 
A. The evaluation will be at various parts of the lesson. We will observe their prior knowledge of the solar system during the class discussion. 

B. Also, we will assess them by seeing how well they answer the questions they presented after using the website. 
C. Our final assessment will be grading the letters from the planet they visited. This will be when we can see just how much they learned from their research.
