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The Peace Memorial in Orange (MA): 
A Somber Meditation on World War I

Robert E. Weir
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Editor’s Introduction: HJM is proud to select as our Editor’s Choice for 
our Summer 2025 issue Robert E. Weir’s recent book, Who Knew? Roadside 
Revelations in Western Massachusetts (Amherst, MA: Levellers Press, 2021). In 
thirty-two fascinating chapters, Weir reveals the history behind the people, places, 
objects, and monuments that greet travelers throughout Western Massachusetts. 
His guidebook brings local history alive in new and intriguing ways. It also 
provides tantalizing glimpses into people, places and events that deserve much 
deeper research and attention. 

This short excerpt explores the history of a statue dedicated in 1934 to honor 
the eleven young men from the small town of Orange, Massachusetts, who 
perished in World War I. Engraved with the words “It Shall Not Be Again,” the 
statue is unique in design. The soldier carries no gun or other weapon. He sits 
in animated conversation with a young boy, perhaps offering him an unglorified 
account of war’s horrors. On the statue’s plaque is a shrouded woman in deep 
mourning, a gun and helmet at her feet, next to the words “Let It Not Be Again.” 
A plaque lists the names of eleven men from Orange “who gave their lives in the 
service of their country.” The memorial is located in Memorial Park, which also 
contains monuments and an honor roll with the names of those from Orange who 
fought in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.1

As Weir explains, President Woodrow Wilson was reelected in 1916 with 
the campaign promise of keeping the United States out of the European conflict. 
Wilson quickly changed his mind. On April 4, 1917, the Senate voted to declare 
war on Germany and declared war on Germany’s ally Austria-Hungary eight 
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months later. Public opinion, however, remained sharply divided. Over one 
thousand Americans were convicted for speaking out against the war under the 
draconian 1917 Espionage and 1918 Sedition Acts. The former made it a crime 
to convey information intended to interfere with the war effort. The far more 
draconian Sedition Act imposed harsh penalties, up to twenty years, for a wide 
range of dissenting speech. This included anyone who “shall willfully utter, print, 
write, or publish any disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or abusive language about the 
form of government of the United States, or the Constitution of the United States, 
or the military or naval forces of the United States.” Thus, voicing criticism of the 
government or of conscription could be enough to land someone in jail.2

The following excerpt, written in an entertaining, colloquial style, explores 
the history of one of the many World War I commemorative statues that dot 
town centers across Massachusetts. The previous photo essay in this issue delves 
even deeper into the topic of World War I memorials in Massachusetts, exploring 
the many varieties of monuments dedicated throughout the 1920s and 1930s. 
In Who Knew? Roadside Revelations in Western Massachusetts, Robert E. 
Weir explores many other unappreciated local landmarks and historic sites while 
setting the record straight on others. Dr. Weir is a retired professor of history from 
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, and a prolific author who specializes 
in cultural and labor history. 

*     *     *     *     *
The Commonwealth’s official peace statue is in Orange. You didn’t know 

Massachusetts had such a memorial? You’re in good company. Western 
Massachusetts is home to two military bases, but it’s also a seedbed for 
antiwar activism. That might not be as contradictory as it sounds. We can 
debate whether a particular war is necessary, but few would argue that armed 
struggle is a good thing. I’ve yet to speak with a war-tested veteran who 
thinks bloodshed is preferable to peace. All of which is to suggest that politics 
and idealism often march to different drummers.

A CURRENT SENSE OF LOSS

Maybe you don’t know about the Massachusetts peace memorial 
because you’ve never been to Orange, a town of less than 4,000 people 
located near Route 2. The word “near” is important. Route 2 is an east-west 
artery connecting Cambridge with Williamstown, but those towns west of 
Concord—the “Northern Tier”—are often far less prosperous than the rest 
of the Commonwealth. Route 2 is partly to blame. It was constructed near 
Franklin County towns between 1957 and 1960, but it often bypassed town 
centers such as that of Orange. 
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Deindustrialization came early to the Northern Tier. It began during 
the Great Depression of the 1930s and was hastened by post-World War II 
developments such as robotics, global trade, aging factories, and changing 
consumer tastes. There is, however, no doubt that the decline of railroads—
coupled with the decision to build Route 2 away from, rather than through, 
most of the towns west of Concord—isolated many Northern Tier 
communities. 

Orange is one of them. This Millers River community was once a humming 
industrial center that produced everything from mechanical pencils and 
Minute Tapioca to dam-flow gates and New Home sewing machines. Now 
it struggles with job loss, median family incomes considerably below the 
state average, and poverty rates more than 25% higher. The latest estimate is 
that it has lost nearly half of its population since the 2010 Census. Does this 
make Orange an odd location for the Commonwealth’s official peace statue? 
I don’t think so. 

A PAST SENSE OF LOSS

In 1934, Orange residents had a different kind of loss on their minds. 
Eleven locals had died in “The Great War,” now known as World War I. In 
that year, the town honored its dead by unveiling a 10-foot bronze statue 
rendered by Joseph Pollia (1894–1954).3 It shows a returning war veteran 
engaged in earnest conversation with a schoolboy, although his message is 

New Home Sewing Machine Company, Orange
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not about duty, honor, or sacrifice. The monument also bears a shrouded 
figure bearing the poignant decree: “It Shall Not Be Again.” There are eleven 
stars on the monument, one for each local who perished in the war.

In his day, the Sicilian-born, Boston-based Pollia was one of America’s 
best-known designers of public memorial art. He is the same artist who 
was responsible for the “Hail to the Sunrise” monument on Route 2 near 
Charlemont (discussed in Chapter 3). Pollia produced numerous Spanish 
American War monuments—including one in nearby Greenfield—as well as 
those honoring Civil War figures. A contemporary of Massachusetts sculptor 
Henry Hudson Kitson (discussed in Chapter 17) and Augustus St. Gaudens, 
he followed in their footsteps by producing monuments that glorified war 
heroes. His most famous work is of Confederate hero Thomas “Stonewall” 
Jackson that, despite recent protests, can still be found at the Manassas 
National Battlefield in Virginia.4 

Pollia’s statue in Orange is glum, because World War I was not a popular 
conflict. When bloodshed broke out in Europe in 1914, most Americans 
viewed it as just another European war. Woodrow Wilson campaigned under 
the slogan “He Kept Us Out of War” in his successful 1916 presidential 
reelection campaign against Republican challenger Charles Evan Hughes. 
Nonetheless, on April 2, 1917—just five months later—Wilson asked 
Congress to declare war against Germany. The president proclaimed—“the 
world must be made safe for democracy”—and pledged that the United 
States would dedicate itself to human rights, not the pursuit of vengeance or 
material gain.5

Initial skepticism ran so high, however, that the administration set up 
the Creel Committee, a propaganda agency, to sell the war to a wary public. 
Congress enacted the Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act of 1918 to 
stifle dissent. Antiwar protestors and conscientious objectors were roughly 
treated; nonetheless, nearly three million men never registered and 338,000 
draftees refused induction. Another 64,693 men filed for conscientious 
objector status despite the animus against them, and untold thousands 
simply disappeared into the American countryside.6 

U.S. participation in the war lasted just eighteen months, but 116,516 
Americans lost their lives and another 204,000 were wounded. Wilson’s 
idealism was dealt a rude blow; not much good came of the war. A communist 
revolution transformed Russia, and the Versailles Peace Conference was a 
disaster. Victorious European powers rejected most of President Wilson’s peace 
initiatives and a disgusted U.S. Senate refused to ratify U.S. participation in 
the League of Nations, the centerpiece of Wilson’s hopes.7 In 1918–19, an 
influenza epidemic brought by returning veterans killed 675,000 Americans, 



Historical Journal of Massachusetts • Summer 202540

including at least 45,000 in Massachusetts. At its height, one hundred soldiers 
per day perished at Fort Devens, located just forty-one miles east of Orange. 
A domestic “Red Scare” [anti-communist crusade] bloodied American civil 
liberties during indiscriminate crackdowns against radicals, labor unionists, 
reformers, and suffragists. 

By 1920, the consensus view was that U.S. involvement in the Great 
War had been a terrible mistake. Quite a few Americans would have nodded 
in agreement with Pollia’s “It Shall Not Be Again” sentiment. American 
isolationist views remained strong until fascism’s rise and the 1941 bombing 
of Pearl Harbor. 

A MOVEMENT GATHERS

The Orange monument wasn’t declared the Commonwealth’s official 
peace statue until 2000, sixty-six years after it was erected.8 This means, 
of course, that its status had much to do with grassroots lobbying and 
politics. But it’s too pat to think of the Orange memorial as the byproduct 
of countercultural refugees from the 1960s, even though Western Mass was 

Sedition Act of 1918

Section III: Whoever, when the United States is at war, shall willfully 
make or convey false reports or false statements with intent to interfere 
with the operation or success of the military or naval forces of the United 
States, or to promote the success of its enemies, or shall willfully make 
or convey false reports, or false statements, . . . or incite insubordination, 
disloyalty, mutiny, or refusal of Duty, in the military or naval forces of the 
United States, or shall willfully obstruct . . . the recruiting or enlistment 
service of the United States, or . . . shall willfully utter, print, write, or 
publish any disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or abusive language about the form 
of government of the United States, or the Constitution of the United States, 
or the military or naval forces of the United States . . . or shall willfully 
display the flag of any foreign enemy, or shall willfully . . . urge, incite, or 
advocate any curtailment of production . . . or advocate, teach, defend, or 
suggest the doing of any of the acts or things in this section enumerated 
and whoever shall by word or act support or favor the cause of any country 
with which the United States is at war or by word or act oppose the cause 
of the United States therein, shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
$10,000 or imprisonment for not more than 20 years, or both . . . (italics 
added).
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indeed a hotbed of antimilitarism and draft resistance during the Vietnam 
War. 

The litany of post-World War II American military conflicts is distressingly 
long: Korea, Vietnam, the two Gulf Wars, Afghanistan, and smaller military 
engagements in the Dominican Republic, Grenada, Haiti, Kosovo, Lebanon, 
Libya, Somalia, and the ongoing war on terrorism. Since World War II, 
more than 100,000 Americans have died in overseas wars, nearly as many 
as perished in World War I, the conflict that inspired Pollia’s statue design. 

Perhaps you think the quest to end war is quixotic. Akin to the temperance 
movement, most of those who devote themselves to peace movements view 
themselves as part of a noble cause. The very outbreak of war portends a 
breakdown in policymaking, and the cost of this is steep. It bears repeating 
that few combat vets glorify war; they know it’s the young who pay the price 
in blood.

Maybe there isn’t a contradiction between Western Massachusetts’ 
military outposts and antiwar groups. After all, most peace organizations now 
work with veterans’ groups. There are quite a few peace groups in Western 
Mass. Since 1978, activists at the Traprock Center for Peace and Justice in 
Deerfield have worked to advance the cause of preventing war specifically 
and, more generally, promoting nonviolent conflict resolution. So, too, have 
those affiliated with the American Friends Service Committee in Springfield 
and Northampton, the Berkshire Citizens for Peace and Justice in Pittsfield, 
and the Center for Peace through Culture in Great Barrington.9 Traditionally 
pacifist religious groups such as the Quakers and Unitarian Universalists 
proliferate in Western Mass, and there are various Jewish, Catholic, and 
interfaith organizations devoted to peace work, not to mention non-Western 
religious groups such the Zen Peacemaker Circle of Western Massachusetts. 

The Zen Peacemaker Circle adds an ironic footnote to the Orange 
peace statue. If you conducted a public quiz and asked people to name the 
Commonwealth’s official peace monument, many would cite the Peace 
Pagoda in Leverett. That’s a good guess, but that stunning structure is actually 
the New England Peace Pagoda. It stands on the grounds of a community of 
Nipponzan Myōhōji Buddhist monks that have made Leverett their center 
since 1985. 

Nichidatsu Fujii (1885–1995) founded this offshoot of thirteenth-century 
Japanese Buddhism in 1917. He was a contemporary of Mahatma Gandhi, 
who guided him toward pacifism. Nipponzan Myōhōji Buddhists have been 
building peace pagodas since the 1947 as part of their response to tragedies 
such as the Holocaust and the atomic bomb destruction of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. The peace pagoda in Leverett was the first one Nipponzan Myōhōji 
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Buddhists built in the United States. Since then, new ones have arisen in San 
Francisco, Grafton, New York, and Newport, Tennessee. They echo the plea 
in Orange: “It Shall Not Be Again.” 

New England Peace Pagoda, Leverett, MA
Source: www.newenglandpeacepagoda.org/

This excerpt was reprinted with the permission of Levellers Press (Amherst, 
MA) and is excerpted from Rob Weir’s Who Knew? Roadside Revelations 
in Western Massachusetts (2021). This excerpt is from Chapter One, pages 
1-12. It has been lightly edited.

HJM
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"Another View of the Peace Statue"
Photo Credit: Sandra Fawn (aka San Aset), Wikimedia Commons, July 9, 2018
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Photo Credit: Sandra Fawn (aka San Aset),

Wikimedia Commons, July 9, 2018
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A Pacifist Vision, “Not a Wild-Eyed Fighting Man”

L. Mara Dodge

The “It Shall Not Be Again” World War I Memorial in Orange, 
Massachusetts, is extremely unique. The committee that commissioned 
the statue clearly stated their intention that it convey a pacifist message; the 
storm clouds in Europe were already brewing. As the [Orange] Enterprise 
and Journal reported, “[T]he committee specified that its memorial was to 
suitably memorialize the veterans of the world war without glorifying the 
idea of arms and equipment of war in the minds of the younger generation. 
The monument shows a ‘doughboy’ truly enough, not a wild-eyed fighting 
man leaping over barbed wire with a bayonet in his hand.”10 Rev. Wallace 
G. Fiske, pastor of the First Universalist Church, served as chairman of 
the committee and had “originated the idea” for the memorial’s design.11 
In January of 1934 the committee’s three members traveled to Joseph 
Pollia’s New York City studio to view and approve the plaster model. The 
newspaper boasted that it was “an original design, all rights of which have 
been purchased by the memorial committee to insure against it being 
copied.”12

The local American Legion also played a major role in statue’s conception. 
The New York Times reported, “Pacifists and military organizations united 
today to dedicate a war memorial to non-participation by the United States 
in future wars.”13 The local paper expressed the veterans’ position as, “We 
fought for our country and did our duty, but—it must never be again.” 

Sculptor Joseph Pollia appreciated this pacifist view. His remarks were 
read at the statue’s dedication on Memorial Day 1934:

“It was a very great pleasure to model a group of this type 
which typifies an idea rather than a modeled collection of 
military equipment. I have never considered hand grenades and 
barbed wire artistic or necessary adjuncts to a War Memorial group, 
and I have never included any of this stuff in war memorials 
which I have modeled in the many years I have specialized in 
monuments of this type. I consider it fortunate that most of 
the committees with whom I have been associated have been 
cultured people who have not cared to see the machinery of 
war memorialized in bronze. 

My aesthetic sense has been shocked many times in my 
travels about the country by the prevalence of this sort of 
thing. In so many cases where commercial companies supply 
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statues for monuments, the character of the Doughboy is 
entirely obscured and subordinated to his gun, bayonet, hand 
grenade, steel helmet, etc. My soldiers have been modeled in a 
simple and dignified manner, to show the fine character of the 
American soldier, and I have always tried to make my work a 
character study in personal bravery and strength, rather than 
advertisements in bronze for the munition makers.” (emphasis 
added)14

The monument’s pacifist vision was widely recognized and extolled. 
Two years later the Orange newspaper proudly reported “Local Monument 
Gets Wide Recognition” as an anti-war memorial. The soldier was “not 
glorifying war.” Rather, the writer asserted in the strongest language:

 
“Whatever he is supposed to be telling the boy, he is not 
inflaming him with enthusiasm of wartime insanity or the 
national egoisms which are the prolific sources of international 
conflicts. Clearly the artist intended us to understand that the 
soldier, out of his experience of the waste and futility of strife, is 
attempting to rivet upon the mind of the youth the conviction 
that the crime of war ‘shall not be again.’”15

Joseph Pollia (Self-Portrait)
National Academy of Design



Historical Journal of Massachusetts • Summer 202548

Notes

1. According to the Smithsonian Institution, the monument cost $4,300 and was 
paid for with funds from state reimbursements on soldiers’ bonuses. David McLellan, 
“Peace Memorial Has a History of its Own,” Athol Daily News, July 30, 2018. 
2. For an outstanding account of repression of both political speech and activism in 
the U.S. during World War I, see Adam Hochschild, American Midnight: The Great 
War, a Violent Peace, and Democracy's Forgotten Crisis (NY: Harper & Collins, 2022) 
and Christopher Capozzola, Uncle Sam Wants You: World War I and the Making of the 
Modern American Citizen (NY: Oxford University Press, 2010). For a revealing and 
entertaining focus on Boston during the war, see Randy Roberts and Johnny Smith, 
War Fever: Boston, Baseball, and America in the Shadow of the Great War (NY: Basic 
Books, 2020).
3. The statue itself is five feet two inches in height, but it sits on a base that is nearly 
five feet tall. 
4. The Stonewall Jackson monument was defaced in 2017, during the height of 
backlash against Confederate monuments. Editor’s Note: Pollia also created a 
haunting and very unusual statue of John Brown. For more on Pollia’s World War 
I statues, see L. Mara Dodge, “‘To Those Who Served’: World War I Statues and 
Monuments in Massachusetts,” Historical Journal of Massachusetts (Summer 2025), 
2-33.
5. Contrary to popular legend, Wilson did not promise the conflict would be "the 
war to end all war," a phrase that actually comes from a 1914 H. G. Wells essay.
6. Of the 64,693 conscientious objector applications, 56,830 were granted. The 
Army imprisoned 500 individuals and court-martialed 540 men, some of whom 
received lengthy prison sentences. There are Western Mass legends of young men 
hiding in caves when recruiters came to their villages. 
7. The League of Nations was a representative international body that sought to 
resolve conflicts without war and promote cooperative global projects. It is now 
viewed as a forerunner of the United Nations, which was formed after World War II.
8. The statue in Orange was designated as the Commonwealth's official peace 
monument, although legislation enacting this wasn't passed until 2000.
9. Don't be surprised if you look for one of these groups and find it exists under a 
different name. The ones listed are accurate as of this writing [2021], but organizations 
often merge and change their names when they do so.
10. [Orange] Enterprise and Journal, “World War I Memorial Dedicated,” May 31, 
1934, p. 1.
11. [Orange] Enterprise and Journal, “Rev. Wallace Fiske Receives Honorary 
Doctorate,“ June 13, 1957, p. 1 and 4. This article provides a brief biography of Rev. 
Fiske (1908-2000). Fiske attended Harvard Divinity School. From 1927-37, as a 
very young man, he served as a pastor in Orange. During World War II he enlisted 
as a military chaplain and served in China, India and Burma. He later served as a 
pastor for twenty-five years at the Unitarian Universalist Church in West Hartford 
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(Fiske Hall is named after him). A few sources imply that Fiske had “designed” the 
memorial, but it’s more accurate to say that he had “originated the idea.” Many 
sculptors submitted designs and Pollio’s was the one accepted.

In addition to a plaque listing the names of the eleven men from Orange who 
died in World War I, a second plaque was to be placed on the other side of the base 
which would list the “names of the 328 local boys who served.” However, this was 
never done. See [Orange] Enterprise and Journal, “Design Selected,” July 27, 1933, p. 
1 and “Statue Model Ready,” Nov. 16, 1934, p. 5.
12. [Orange] Enterprise and Journal, “Memorial in Plastic Form Ready,” Jan. 25, 
1934, p. 5. This proud claim about the statue’s “uniqueness” was repeated in several 
articles.
13. New York Times, “War Memorial Dedicated to the Cause of Peace,” May 31, 
1934, p. 4.
14. [Orange] Enterprise and Journal, “World War I Memorial Dedicated,” May 31, 
1934, p. 8.
15. [Orange] Enterprise and Journal, “Local Monument Gets Wide Recognition,” 
Nov. 12, 1936, p. 1. A photograph of the statue appeared on the cover of several 
religious magazines during the 1930s and 1940s. [See, for example, “Editorials,” 
Oct. 8, 1942, p. 2.] The editor and publisher of the Enterprise and Journal, Roy W. 
French, fully embraced this pacifist vision and repeatedly highlighted the statue’s 
anti-war message during the 1930s. French appears to have greatly admired Rev. 
Fiske, giving him front-page coverage when he was awarded an honorary doctorate in 
1957, twenty years after Fiske had left Orange (June 13, 1957, p. 1 and 4).


