


2019-2020 BUS SERVICES



Dear Students,

Welcome Back!  I write to share news about the FREE Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA) services provided for faculty, staff and students including the student discounted rates for full ridership passes within PVTA.   As members of the WSU community, all faculty, staff and students can access the R-10, R-10s and B-23 routes on PVTA for free just by showing a current ID card.  For students, that means you must have an active “fall 2019” sticker on the card.  Stickers are available at the Campus Card Office in Wilson Hall.

The R-10 route rides back and forth between Springfield to Westfield Center making stops along Route 20.  The R-10 shuttle (R-10s) runs between Westfield Center and the University.  The B-23 route runs between Holyoke and Westfield along Routes 10 and 202.  Schedules for these routes including times and stop locations can be found on the PVTA website at www.pvta.com.   Printed schedules are also available at various locations around campus including the Campus Center Service Window, Student Affairs (Ely 209), Horace Mann Lobby and Public Safety.

In addition to the free routes above, students only may purchase a full-ridership pass which will allow students to take any route that PVTA offers, throughout the Pioneer Valley, by using the pass and your valid University ID card.  Full-ridership passes are on sale at the Ely Campus Center Service Window for a discounted rate of $40 per pass.  If you are interested in purchasing a pass, please read the procedures and conditions below.

· Full ridership PVTA passes will be sold at the Ely Campus Center Service Window.   Payment will be required to the University at the time of purchase and can be made by cash, check, or by OWL Bucks at the Service Window.
· The cost for the pass which lasts 31 days from the time of first use is $40.   Students may buy up to three passes per semester.  
· VERY IMPORTANT:  Each 31-day card is effective for 31 consecutive days from its first use.  Therefore, you should not use passes interchangeably at the same time because it will result in only 31 days of ridership for you.  Use one card only; when that expires, buy a second card; similarly, after the second card expires, buy the third card.  If you wish to purchase all three at once for $120 total, please remember not to use them interchangeably.
· Only students (Day or DGCE School) can purchase this discounted pass and only three passes can be purchased per student per semester.  No faculty, staff or other individuals are eligible for this discount.   Any student found to purchase a pass unlawfully for another will be subject to a revocation of PVTA privileges in addition to University student conduct action.
· The full ridership passes will only be available for purchase and use during fall 2019/spring 2020 semester.  No discounted full ridership passes will be available during winter break or summer.   The R-10, R-10s and B-23 PVTA routes currently given to all students, faculty and staff will continue to be available year-round as long as you are taking classes during the given term and display the current term bus sticker on your University ID card.
· A pass may be revoked at any time by the University if a person displays misuse or any inappropriate behavior (while utilizing the bus service) that is in violation of the University conduct code.
· No refunds on passes will be given for any reason.  Lost passes can be replaced at a cost of $25 but will count toward the limit of three that can be purchased per semester.

We hope many of you will take advantage of this opportunity to save on car expenses and utilize public transportation.
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