Constitution of the

Muslim Student Organization
at

                        Westfield State University
---------------------------------------------------------

Article I: 
Name
The organization is called the Muslim Students Organization at Westfield State University, hereafter referred to as “the MSO,” or “the Organization.”

Article II:  Location

The MSO has its permanent place on the campus of Westfield State University at 577 Western Avenue, Westfield, Massachusetts, 01086, hereafter referred to as its “Headquarter.” 

Article III:  Mission of MSO

Fulfillment of religious needs of Westfield State University Muslim students, faculty and staff is the primary mission of MSO. Its mission also includes presenting Islam and representing local Muslims in the society at large. It strives to build constructive relationships with both Muslims and non-Muslims in general, and with other faith communities in particular. 

Article IV:  Nature and Purpose


The main purpose of the MSO shall be to: 
Section 1) unite Muslim students and faculty around programs and
           activities based on the Qur’an and the Sunnah;
 
Section 2) carry out religious, educational, social, civic, charitable, 

literary, athletic, scientific, research and other Islamic 

activities; 

Section 3) strengthen fraternal bonds and foster family, brotherly, 

and sisterly relations among Muslims;

Section 4) build, promote and foster friendly, productive 
           relationships with non-Muslims; 

Section 5) present Islam to non-Muslims;

Section 6) Cooperate with other local and national Muslim 

organizations and communities. 

Article V: 
Membership

Section 1) Membership shall be open to all full-time and part-time undergraduate/graduate students of Westfield State University who have paid their student activities fee for the current academic semester. 

Section 2) Members are considered to be active if they attend and participate in the Organization’s events. 

Article VI: The Electoral Body of the Muslim Student Organization

The Electoral Body of the MSO consists of all regular members of the Organization. This body elects the Executive Officers of the MSO. Accordingly, they will

Section 1) Elect the Executive Officers of the MSO at an annual election;

Section 2) Elect Officers to fill any executive position left vacant by an Officer who resigns or otherwise leaves an executive position;

Section 3) Vote into practice any business item relating to the programmatic, administrative or constitutional functioning of the Organization, not under the strict purview of the Executive Committee, by an at least fifty-one percent (51%) majority.
Article VII:  Governance
 
The Executive Committee of the Muslim Students Organization, also referred to as “the Executive Committee,” or “the Executive Committee of the MSO,” provides governance over the Organization. The Executive Committee of the Society is the elected body within the membership of the MSO. The Executive Committee and rest of the MSO  membership are responsible for the execution of the policies of the Organization and fulfilling its Nature and Purpose as outlined in Article IV.  The Executive Committee of the Society is elected annually by and from the MSO membership. Accordingly,

Section 1) The Executive Committee of the Muslim Student Organization shall be elected and in place within the first 30 days of each calendar year. 

Section 2) Any member who regularly attends meetings is eligible to hold office. 

Section 3) No election may be held if there is not a quorum of at least fifty percent (50%) of the MSO membership plus one (1) present at the meeting. Persistent tie votes will be resolved by sharing of the contested position. 

Section 4) The term of each officer is the full academic year.  

Section 5) Officers are nominated by the MSO membership and voted into office by way of an election held within the first 30 days of each calendar year.  Any Executive Officer from the previous calendar year may preside over the election of Officers at this initial election.  If no such Officer from a previous Executive Committee is present to preside over this initial election, the membership may nominate and elect a Presiding Officer from no more than 3 candidates selected from among themselves;

Section 6) If an officer of the Organization fails to perform her/his duties, a special election will be called to replace her/him.   

Article VII (a):  Officers
The Executive Committee shall consist of the following office holders: 



a. President


b. Vice President


c. Secretary


d. Treasurer

Expected duties of each member of the Executive Committee are: 

Section 1a) President
As administrative leader of the MSO, the president, with the help of the membership, manages the affairs of the Organization following the broad guidelines set forth in the Constitution. He directly interacts and maintains a close working relationship with the members of the community and the MSO Advisor(s) providing appropriate directions to accomplish the nature and purpose of the Organization.

Section 1b) Vice President
Assumes the role of the President in case of his absence; assists the President in carrying out duties for accomplishing the mission of the Organization.

Section 1c) Secretary
Assumes the role of the leader of the Society in case of absence of the President and Vice-President. Compiles and circulates agenda of the meetings of the Organization; maintains and circulate the minutes of the meetings of the Organization. Along with the Treasurer, maintains a list of the members of the MSO. 

Section 1d) Treasurer
Maintains a system to collect all form of monetary resources coming to the MSO and deposit them in appropriate accounts; disburse money as directed by the President or the membership and pay all bills; maintains a record of all financial transactions of the MSO; provides receipts for any donation to the Organization for tax purposes; provides an overview of MSO’s financials at each MSO meeting.

Article VII (b):  Advisors

          Advisor(s), not more than two, will be selected by the Executive Committee based on their demonstrated knowledge and interest in Islam as well as their willingness to offer advice in support of the mission of the MSO, and in so doing, they will,

Section 1) help and support the club with various activities;

Section 2) attend meetings of the MSO and serve as both administrative and programmatic resources as needed; 

Section 3) serve as liaison between the Organization, the WSU faculty and staff, and the larger Muslim and non-Muslim communities.
Section 4) If an advisor of the Organization does not perform his/her duties, the Executive Committee has the authority to replace him/her.  


Article VIII:  Meetings
Section 1) The Muslim Student Organization will meet the first and third Friday of the calendar month; 
Section 2) Executive Officers hold monthly executive meetings or meet ad hoc as necessary;
Section 3) The President(s) of the club may call special meetings as necessary. 

Article IX:  Amendments
Section 1) This Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the voting membership of the MSO after winning final approval by the Rules and Regulations Committee of the Westfield State University Student Government Association.
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